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Deepening 
defense ties 

us, Greece hold live-fire drill 
after finalizing major base deal 



By Derek Gatopoulos 

Associated Press 

LITOCHORO, Greece 

A rmy aviation forces 
from Greece and the 
United States took 
part in a live-fire 
training exercise Wednesday 
at the foot of Mount Olym¬ 
pus, marking deepening de¬ 
fense ties between the two 
countries. 

Greece is ramping up its 
military cooperation with the 
US. and France — and pur¬ 
chases of equipment from the 
two allies — amid wariness 
of worsening relations with 
Turkey over disputed sea and 
air space boundaries, includ¬ 
ing drilling rights in the East 
Mediterranean. 

The chief of the Greek army 
and the US. ambassador to 



Photos by Yorgos Karahalis/AP 

At top: Greek marines stand near helicopters during a drill involving 
Army aviation forces from Greece and the U.S. at a military base 
in Stefanovikio, central Greece, on Wednesday. Above: U.S. 
Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt speaks with U.S. soldiers. 


Greece watched the training 
drill conducted with attack he¬ 
licopters in northern Greece. 
Washington and Athens fi¬ 
nalized a defense agreement 
three weeks ago that gives 
American forces expanded ac¬ 
cess to Greek military bases. 

“The US.-Greece relation¬ 
ship is stronger than it has ever 
been,” U.S. Ambassador Geof¬ 
frey Pyatt said. “Our defense 
ties and our defense coopera¬ 
tion is an essential component 
of that.” 

After a financial crisis that 
lasted nearly a decade, Greece 
is working to modernize its 
navy, upgrade its fleet of F-16 
fighter jets and to strengthen 
military ties with traditional 
allies as well as Turkey’s re¬ 
gional rivals, including Israel, 
SEE TIES ON PAGE 3 


Daegu Army 
base restricts 
access amid 
virus threat 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
Daegu Army garrison restricted 
access and imposed self-quar¬ 
antine for any US. troops who 
recently attended a local church 
linked to a cluster of new corona- 
virus infections Wednesday, as 
South Korea’s infection toll sur¬ 
passed 50. 

The top US. commander in 
South Korea also raised the risk 
level for the military commu¬ 
nity on the divided peninsula to 
moderate. 

US. Army Garrison Daegu, 
about 155 miles southeast of 
Seoul, also recommended that 
members of the military com¬ 
munity avoid public places and 
transportation in the city, includ¬ 
ing stores, restaurants and other 
heavily congested areas until a 
trace investigation is completed. 

Schools on the base and several 
other activities were to be closed 
on Thursday, the garrison said, 
adding that conditions would be 
assessed the next day as South 
Korean authorities work to de¬ 
termine who has come in contact 
with infected patients. 

“Travel to and from Daegu will 
be limited to mission essential 
only for service members. Fami¬ 
lies and (Defense Department) 
civilians are discouraged from 
traveling to and from Daegu,” the 
garrison said. 

“All visitors who are not per¬ 
forming mission essential or of¬ 
ficial business will be denied 
access to USAG Daegu military 

SEE THREAT ON PAGE 6 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Brexit pushes more businesses to Netherlands 


Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
— Ongoing uncertainty about 
the effects of Brexit is pushing 
an increasing number of foreign 
companies to set up offices in the 
Netherlands, the Dutch govern¬ 
ment said Wednesday. 

Since the 2016 referendum on 
Britain leaving the European 
Union, 140 businesses have made a 
presence in the Netherlands, with 
78 shifting operations there last 
year, according to the Netherlands 
Foreign Investment Agency. 


The agency said in a statement 
that business uncertainty is in¬ 
creasing because of unanswered 
questions over Britain’s future 
trading relationship with the EU 
bloc. London and Brussels have 
until the end of the year to agree 
on a pact on their post-divorce 
relationship. 

The agency said that it is in 
talks with around 425 companies 
considering moving or expanding 
to the Netherlands due to Brexit. 

The companies come from Brit¬ 
ain, but also include businesses 


from the Americas and Asia that 
are reconsidering the structure of 
their European operations in the 
aftermath of Brexit. 

“For these businesses, 2020 will 
be an important year,” said Jeroen 
Nijland of the foreign investment 
agency. 

While some businesses are 
waiting to see how the new U.K.- 
EU economic relationship pans 
out, “more and more companies 
are choosing the certainty and 
stability our country offers in the 
European market,” Nijland said. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 20).$1.1078 

Dollar buys (Feb. 20).€0.9027 

British pound (Feb. 20).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Feb. 20).107.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 20).1,162.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2960 

Canada (Dollar).1.3235 

China (Yuan) 6 9979 

Denmark (Krone).6.9238 

Egypt (Pound).15.5849 

Euro.$1.0787/0.9270 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7712 

Hungary (Forint).311.96 

Israel (Shekel).3.4283 

Japan (Yen) 110 83 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3059 

Norway (Krone).9.2831 

Philippines (Peso).50.59 

Poland (Zloty) 3 96 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7505 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3938 

South Korea (Won).1,190.94 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9841 

Thailand (Baht).31.21 

Turkey (Lira).6.0847 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federai funds market rate.1.58 

3-month bill.1.55 

30-year bond.2.00 
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Remembering Battle of Iwo Jima 

Friends of the National Worid War II Memorial Chairman Josiah Bunting III, from left, Iwo Jima battle 
veteran Ira Rigger and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Mark Miliey salute during a wreath laying at a 
75th anniversary ceremony Wednesday at the National World War II Memorial in Washington. 


Pentagon: Military families, retirees to 
be moved to private medical facilities 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Thousands of military fam¬ 
ily members and retirees will soon receive medical 
care at off-base facilities as the Defense Department 
implements a new plan to use some of its health care 
centers to serve troops exclusively. 

The move to have roughly 200,000 beneficiaries 
across 50 military medical facilities — mostly fam¬ 
ily members and retirees — receive health care at 
private-sector hospitals is part of a Defense Depart¬ 
ment effort to save money, Thomas McCaffery, as¬ 
sistant secretary of defense for health affairs, told 
reporters Wednesday. 

Of the 50 facilities designated for some level of 
restructuring, 37 outpatient clinics now open to all 
beneficiaries will eventually see primarily active- 
duty personnel, according to the a Defense Depart¬ 
ment. Bases impacted by the policy change include 
Fort Bragg, N.C.; Fort Benning, Ga., and Fort Det¬ 
rick, Md. 

McCaffery said, in most cases, these facilities do 
not treat enough civilian patients for services to be 
worthwhile for bases to maintain. Family members 
of active-duty troops, retirees and their families who 
receive care now at those facilities will transition 
over time to Tricare’s civilian provider network and 
could see increases to some out-of-pocket costs such 
as copays. Tricare is a DOD health and dental insur¬ 
ance provider for military dependents, retirees and 
service members to seek care in the private sector. 


On Wednesday, the Defense Department sent a 
report to Congress that outlines the basic plan on 
realigning what service medical treatment facilities 
will provide. However, department officials had no 
projection on how much money will be saved from 
what they expect to be a multiyear transition. There 
is also no timeline on when civilians will be tran¬ 
sitioned out of military hospitals due to the uncer¬ 
tainty of how smoothly their care can be moved to 
private-sector facilities. 

The Defense Department’s report states transi¬ 
tioning patients from military facilities to Tricare’s 
network will take time, potentially years. 

“This expectation will be carefully managed dur¬ 
ing the transition and, if during implementation, 
local networks are challenged to absorb demand, the 
department will revise its implementation plan,’’ the 
report states. 

Increasingly, the Defense Department and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs have been leaning 
on the private sector for health care. However, the 
cost of shifting the burden has come as both depart¬ 
ments have seen their budgets increased in recent 
years. Eight months after the VA launched a new 
program to connect veterans with private-sector 
doctors, authorized under the Mission Act, the agen¬ 
cy still doesn’t know how many appointments have 
been completed or how much it’s costing taxpayers. 
Congress has provided about $15 billion for commu¬ 
nity care in the VA’s latest budget. 

beynon.steven@Stripes.com 
Twitter: @StevenBeynon 


Ties: Deal means more joint drills at Greek bases 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. 

“The rule is to make the best 
use of limited resources, to get 
the most bang for our buck, and 
that is something that we are con¬ 
tinuing to do,’’ Panagiotis Tsako- 
nas, a professor of international 
relations and security studies at 
the University of Athens, said. 

The revised Mutual Defense 
Cooperation Agreement between 
Greece and the US. was signed in 
October and ratified last month. It 
provides for increased joint U.S.- 


Greece and NATO activities at 
Greek military bases and facili¬ 
ties in Larissa, Stefanovikio, and 
Alexandroupolis, as well as in¬ 
frastructure and other improve¬ 
ments at a US. Navy installation 
on the island of Crete. 

US. officials have typically 
avoided commenting on Greece’s 
strained relations with Turkey. 
Asked about reports saying the 
Turkish government plans to ex¬ 
pand its drilling activity in East 
Mediterranean waters to which 
Cyprus has economic rights. 


Pyatt noted “the unhelpful and 
escalatory nature of some of these 
Turkish actions.’’ 

“But we’ll have to wait and see 
exactly what Turkey is planning 
at this stage,’’ he said. 

The training drill on Wednes¬ 
day involved rescuing wounded 
soldiers behind enemy lines with 
Apache and Black Hawk helicop¬ 
ters. The American participants 
were from the 3rd Squadron 
of the 17th Cavalry Regiment, 
based at Hunter Army Airfield in 
Georgia. 


Reports: Devices 
found in missiles 
link Iran to attacks 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— A small instrument inside the 
drones that targeted the heart of 
Saudi Arabia’s oil industry and 
those in the arsenal of Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels match components 
recovered in downed Iranian 
drones in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
two reports say. 

These gyroscopes have only 
been found inside drones manu¬ 
factured by Iran, Conflict Arma¬ 
ment Research said in a report 
released Wednesday. That follows 
a recently released report from 
the United Nations saying its ex¬ 
perts saw a similar gyroscope 
from an Iranian drone obtained 
by the U.S. military in Afghani¬ 
stan, as well as in weapons ship¬ 
ments seized in the Arabian Sea 
bound for Yemen. 

The discovery further ties Iran 
to an attack that briefly halved 
Saudi Arabia’s oil output and saw 
energy prices spike by a level 
unseen since the 1991 Gulf War. 
It also ties Iran to the arming of 
the rebel Houthis in Yemen’s long 
civil war. Iran denies it had a hand 
in that assault but has increas¬ 
ingly promoted its influence over 
the Houthis and launched a bal¬ 
listic missile attack on American 
troops in Iraq after a U.S. drone 
strike killed a top Iranian general 
in Baghdad last month. 

“This gyroscope ... we’ve seen 
it now enough times in Iranian- 
manufactured material to be able 
to confidently say that the pres¬ 
ence of it in a Houthi-produced 


item suggests that the material 
was supplied from Iran,’’ Jonah 
Leff of Conflict Armament Re¬ 
search told The Associated Press. 

The gyroscopes in question 
bear no manufacturer’s name and 
come in at least two versions la¬ 
beled as V9 and VIO, according to 
the reports. Their four-digit serial 
numbers also appear sequential, 
suggesting the same manufactur¬ 
er had built all of those found. 

The Houthi’s Qasef-1 drone car¬ 
ries the VIO gyroscope, which is 
“identical" to one found in an Ira¬ 
nian-made Ababil-3 drone, which 
Islamic State fighters reportedly 
recovered in Iraq, Conflict Ar¬ 
mament Research said. Weapons 
experts found the V9 version of 
the gyroscope in drones, or un¬ 
manned aerial vehicles, used in 
the September attack on Abqaiq, 
home of a crucial oil processing 
facility for Saudi Arabia, the UN. 
report said. 

“According to UAV experts fa¬ 
miliar with this technology, such 
vertical gyroscopes have not been 
observed in any UAVs other than 
those manufactured by Iran,’’ 
Conflict Armament Research 
said in its report, which was fund¬ 
ed by the European Union and the 
governments of Germany and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The U.S. Navy announced a 
new weapons cache find aboard 
a dhow in the Arabian Sea this 
month. Lt. Col. Earl Brown, a 
spokesman for the U.S. military’s 
Central Command, told the AP on 
Wednesday that American sailors 
found similar gyroscopes in that 
seizure as well. 


DOD official who certified 
Ukraine aid steps down 


Bloomberg 

John Rood has stepped down 
as the top policy official at the 
Defense Department, according 
to two people familiar with the 
matter. 

The senior Pentagon official 
had faced pressure to resign from 
key figures who lost confidence 
in his ability to carry out the ad¬ 
ministration’s agenda, according 
to multiple administration offi¬ 
cials who requested anonymity to 
speak about Rood’s departure. 

Rood was under secretary of 
defense for policy, a post he held 
since January 2018. He was the 
official who certified in May to 
Congress that Ukraine was eli¬ 
gible to receive $250 million in 
security assistance. That aid was 
temporarily blocked by the White 
House, a decision at the center 
of the impeachment of President 


Donald Trump. 

Trump was acquitted by the 
Senate earlier this month of abuse 
of power and obstruction of Con¬ 
gress over his pressure campaign 
on Ukraine. 

Trump quickly moved to oust 
members of his administration 
who had testified during the 
House impeachment investiga¬ 
tion, including Lt. Col. Alexander 
Vindman from the White House 
National Security Council and 
U.S. ambassador to the European 
Union Gordon Sondland. 

Trump officials considered 
Rood a bureaucrat who would 
delay execution of the president’s 
policies. Trump likes his direc¬ 
tives to be implemented rapidly 
and national security aides be¬ 
lieved Rood never fully agreed 
with the president’s positions, 
according to two people familiar 
with the situation. 
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Bataan makes brief visit to Bahrain 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — The USS Bataan 
pulled into Bahrain over the long Presi¬ 
dent’s Day weekend, but it doesn’t appear 
the crew had much time off. 

The amphibious assault ship left the is¬ 
land Monday after transiting the narrow 
Strait of Hormuz last week, making it the 
first “big deck” navy vessel to do so in 
2020. 

Bataan’s crew of over 3,000 sailors and 
Marines sailed for the Middle East early 
last month, after increased tensions with 
Iran led the Navy to cancel the ship’s par¬ 
ticipation in a Morocco-based exercise. The 
ship also stopped for a port visit and train¬ 
ing in Aqaba, Jordan, last month. 


U.S. 5th Fleet officials did not immedi¬ 
ately respond for comment regarding the 
Bahrain stop, but a routine visit - such as 
the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln’s 
visit in November - typically sees an in¬ 
flux of service members flooding base es¬ 
tablishments. That wasn’t apparent during 
Bataan’s visit. 

The main hint of the stop came from Navy 
pictures of a Monday visit from 5th Fleet’s 
second-in-command. Rear Adm. Curt Ren- 
shaw, at Khalifa Bin Salman Port. 

Photos released Tuesday said that Bataan 
and its embarked 26th Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Unit are in the region “to reassure al¬ 
lies and partners and preserve the freedom 
of navigation and the free flow of com¬ 
merce in the region,” which is a standard¬ 


ized Navy statement used for most major 
deployments. 

The crew did have enough time to release 
a series of Valentine’s Day messages on 
their Facebook page. 

The port visit comes after tensions in the 
region following the January killing by the 
U.S. of Iranian Mqj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
and retaliatory rocket attacks on an air base 
in Iraq that left more than 100 U.S. service 
members with traumatic brain injuries. 

Bataan and its amphibious readiness 
group includes 2,500 Marines, the trans¬ 
port dock ship USS New York and the dock 
landing ship USS Oak Hill, officials said in 
a Feb. 12 statement. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Joshua_karsten 



Nathan Reyes/U.S. Marine Corps 


Rear Adm. Curt A. Renshaw, deputy 
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command, arrives aboard the USS 
Bataan on Monday at Khalifa Bin Salman 
Port, Bahrain. 


Porn site offers deployed troops free personalized adult videos 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — It’s a nice 
gesture to send friends or loved 
ones deployed overseas care 
packages full of energy drinks, 
tobacco or snacks. Now you can 
add to the list personalized sexy 
videos from adult film stars — 
and it’s free of charge. 

CamSoda, a pornography web¬ 
site, launched an online video 


greeting service last week called 
“Camo Cards,” which allows 
someone to book and send a per¬ 
sonalized video greeting from a 
selection of adult models to his or 
her significant other or a friend 
deployed overseas. Your service 
member’s morale will no longer 
have to rely completely on a por¬ 
table hard drive to store personal 
viewing material while serving 
the country abroad. 

The cam website validates a 


service member’s Internet Proto¬ 
col address, so that person would 
still need access to the internet. 
IP addresses are used to confirm 
the location of a device that’s con¬ 
nected online. 

“With the current unexpected 
deployment of our troops, we 
know that stress level of military 
personnel and their loved ones 
is at an all-time high,” CamSoda 
Vice President Daryn Parker said 
in a prepared statement. “Lever¬ 


aging our CamSoda network, we 
are offering users the chance to 
send a free greeting from some of 
the most beautiful and sexy cam 
models on the planet. ... It’s the 
perfect way to tell your signifi¬ 
cant other how you feel (and want 
to make them feel) — or to cheer 
up a single friend who could use 
some extra love.” 

People who want to send a sexy 
message to a deployed service 
member can request a specific 


adult actress, including Brandi 
Love, Lisa Ann and Sara Jay. 
Requests can also be made for a 
specific outfit to be worn and a 
“desired level of naughtiness.” 

Lt. Col. Christian Mitchell, a 
spokesman for the Defense De¬ 
partment, said the Pentagon “typ¬ 
ically [doesn’t] comment when 
stores or other organizations offer 
discounted [or] free products.” 

beynon.steven@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StevenBeynon 
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PACIFIC _ 

Troops train at site where WWII bombers took flight 



An Australian service member stands near a wind-battered 
encampment during Cope North disaster response and humanitarian 
assistance training on the island of Tinian on Tuesday. 



Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


Air Force Capt. Joshua Craig, 36, a medical officer who maintained 
nuclear-capable cruise missiles earlier in his career, stands near the 
atomic bomb pits on the island of Tinian on Tuesday. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TINIAN, Northern Marianas 
— The ground is rock hard on 
the island where American war¬ 
planes armed with atomic weap¬ 
ons set off to bomb the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in 1945. 

Seventy-five years later, about 
70 U.S., Japanese and Australian 
troops camped side by side in this 
uncomfortable location, honing 
skills they’ll need to save lives 
next time a disaster strikes in the 
Pacific. 

That happens often in this part 
of the world. In 2018, for example, 
Tinian bore the brunt of Super 
Typhoon Yutu, which brought 
sustained winds of 180 mph that 
caused widespread damage and 
killed a woman on the island of 
Saipan. 

The troops, doing humanitari¬ 
an and disaster response training 
that’s part of the larger annual 
Cope North exercise, set up their 
headquarters not far from the 
spot where atomic weapons were 
loaded onto the Boeing B-29 Su¬ 
perfortress bombers Enola Gay 
and Bockscar. 

“They loaded the bombs here,” 
said Air Force Capt. Joshua 
Craig, 36, a medical officer with 
the 18th Air Medical Evacua¬ 


tion Squadron out of Kadena Air 
Base, Okinawa, as he stood beside 
a wind-battered tent on the island 
Tuesday. 

He has been using a walkie- 
talkie to help arrange flights off 
Tinian for role players with simu¬ 
lated injuries and medical issues. 

Craig is eager to check out pits 
on the island where the atom 
bombs, known as Fat Man and 
Little Boy, were loaded onto the 
B-29s bound for Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, he said. 

The Pittsburgh, Pa., native 
started his military career as 
an enlisted airman maintaining 


cruise missiles with the 2nd Mu¬ 
nitions Squadron at Barksdale Air 
Force Base, La., and still proudly 
wears a missile-shaped patch. 

“For us this is where it all 
began,” he said. “We are all aware 
of the history of it. Without that 
our career field didn’t exist.” 

The troops training on Tinian 
were working out of a temporary 
camp and sleeping in one-person 
tents anchored to sandbags. 

The ground on the island is too 
hard to hammer tent pegs into, 
said Royal Australian Air Force 
Wing Commander Melissa Nel¬ 
son, who is leading operations 


and security there during the 
exercise. 

The troops’ mission is to keep 
the airfield there open, she said. 
That involves air traffic control¬ 
lers from the Air Force and Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force guiding 
planes to and from the runway 
and security forces making sure 
nobody strays into the path of an 
aircraft. 

The troops are testing their 
ability to respond to an earth¬ 


quake, arrange for the evacuation 
of injured people and distribute 
food, water and humanitarian 
supplies to survivors, she said. 

Cope North, which began Feb. 
12 and runs through the end of 
the month, involves more than 
100 aircraft flying over the Com¬ 
monwealth of the Northern Mari¬ 
ana Islands and the Federated 
States of Micronesia. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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China's virus center vows 
to find, check aii patients 


By Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — Inspectors in pro¬ 
tective suits went door-to-door 
Wednesday in the epicenter of 
China’s viral outbreak to try to 
find every infected person in an 
epidemic that is showing signs 
of waning as new cases fell for a 
second straight day. 

The city of Wuhan, where 
the new form of coronavirus 
emerged, was in the final day of a 
campaign to root out anyone with 
symptoms whom authorities may 
have missed so far. 

“This must be taken seri- 
ously,“ said Wang Zhonglin, the 
city’s newly minted Communist 
Party secretary. “If a single new 
case is found (after Wednesday), 
the district leaders will be held 
responsible.'' 

His remarks were published on 
Hubei’s provincial website, along¬ 
side the declaration, “If the mass¬ 
es cannot mobilize, it’s impossible 
to fight a people’s war.” 

Mainland China reported 1,749 
new cases and 136 additional 
deaths. While the overall spread 
of the virus has been slowing, 
the situation remains severe in 
Hubei province, whose capital 
is Wuhan. Infections in Hubei 
constitute more than 80% of the 
country’s 74,185 total cases and 
95% of its 2,004 deaths, accord¬ 
ing to data from China’s National 


Health Commission. 

Cities in Hubei with a combined 
population of more than 60 million 
have been under lockdown since 
the Lunar New Year holiday last 
month, usually the busiest time of 
the year for travel. Authorities put 
a halt to nearly all transportation 
and movement except for quar¬ 
antine efforts, medical care, and 
delivery of food and basic neces¬ 
sities. “Wartime” measures were 
implemented in some places, with 
residents prevented from leaving 
their apartments. 

The stringent measures have 
followed public fury over Hubei 
authorities’ handling of the out¬ 
break when it began in Decem¬ 
ber. The risk of human-to-human 
transmission was downplayed, 
and doctors who tried to warn 
the public were reprimanded by 
police. Wuhan residents reported 
overcrowding in hospitals and fu¬ 
tile attempts to seek treatment. 

Many countries have also set 
up border screenings and airlines 
have canceled flights to and from 
China to prevent further spread 
of the disease, which has been 
detected in around two dozen 
countries and caused about 1,000 
confirmed cases outside main¬ 
land China. Five deaths have been 
reported outside the mainland 
— in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, 
the Philippines and France. 

China’s top diplomat, on a 
visit to Laos, assured his South¬ 


east Asian counterparts that the 
situation in Hubei province and 
Wuhan has “been brought under 
effective control.” Foreign Min¬ 
ister Wang Yi spoke to diplomats 
from the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations ahead of an emer¬ 
gency meeting on Thursday to 
discuss the disease. Six countries 
in the 10-nation bloc have con¬ 
firmed cases of the new virus. 

In Hong Kong, the Hospital 
Authority reported a 70-year-old 
man had succumbed to the virus, 
the city’s second death out of 65 
confirmed cases. The victim had 
underlying conditions including 
diabetes and hypertension, said 
Dr. Lau Ka-hin, an authority 
official. 

Passengers began leaving the 
Diamond Princess cruise ship 
after the much-criticized two- 
week on-board quarantine in 
Japan ended on Wednesday, with 
79 more virus cases confirmed 
for a total of 621. On Tuesday, the 
U.S. government said the more 
than 100 American passengers 
who stayed on the ship or were 
hospitalized in Japan would have 
to wait for another two weeks be¬ 
fore they could return to the U.S. 

China said it was expelling 
three Wall Street Journal report¬ 
ers over a headline for an opinion 
column that referred to the cur¬ 
rent virus outbreak in China and 
called the country the “Real Sick 
Man of Asia." 


Threat: Daegu cases among 20 new infections 
reported by S. Korea on Wednesday, officials say 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

installation for the next 24 hours. 
This directive will be reassessed 
daily.” 

The garrison also warned 
people to expect delays at the 
gates due to a health screening 
questionnaire. 

The measures were implement¬ 
ed after health authorities said 
that at least 15 South Koreans 
confirmed to have been infected 
with COVID-19 had attended the 
same church. 

“All service members who’ve 
attended the New World Church 
(Sin Cheon Ji Gyo hoe) since Feb. 
9 will undergo a mandatory self¬ 
quarantine — and is highly rec¬ 
ommended for family members, 
civilians and contractors — until 
KCDC completes their contact 
trace procedures to determine 
who has been exposed to COVID- 
19,” USFK commander Gen. 
Robert Abrams said in a separate 
statement. 

The pneumonia-like disease 
has killed nearly 2,000 people 

— nearly all in mainland China 

— and infected tens of thousands 
more in nearly 30 countries, in¬ 
cluding South Korea and the 
United States. 


The Daegu garrison, which in¬ 
cludes Camp Walker and Camp 
Henry, said it was aware of sever¬ 
al new cases reported in Daegu, 
including the 31st patient who 
was reportedly a carrier. 

“The New World Church in 
Nam-gu, Daegu (near Camp 
Walker’s Gate 6) is off limits until 
further notice,” the Daegu garri¬ 
son said in a statement posted on 
Facebook. 

The woman dubbed “patient 
31” reportedly frequented the 
church, which is a branch of a re¬ 
ligious movement known as the 
Shincheonji Church of Jesus the 
Temple of the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony. 

The garrison’s leadership 
urged self-quarantine for all com¬ 
munity members in the area “to 
include our local national friends 
and base-support personnel” who 
attended the church in the last 
couple of weeks. 

It later added four other facili¬ 
ties to the list, saying people who 
visited them should notify their 
leadership and self-quarantine 
as a precautionary measure. The 
garrison identified those as the 
Daegu Medical Center, Suseong- 
gu Health Clinic, Saeronan Orien¬ 
tal Clinic and Queen Well Hotel. 


The garrison added that any¬ 
body feeling sick should contact 
the U.S. Forces Korea novel coro¬ 
navirus 24-hour hotline (050- 
3337-2556 or DSN 737-2556) at 
the main military hospital at 
Camp Humphreys, the main U.S. 
military base in South Korea. 

USFK already has quarantined 
some 30 people, including service 
members, who had recently been 
to mainland China. However, the 
military has reported no con¬ 
firmed cases and stressed the 
measures were “out of an abun¬ 
dance of caution.” 

It also urged people to exercise 
good hygiene, including thor¬ 
oughly and frequently washing 
hands and avoiding contact with 
people who are sick, or staying 
home if ill themselves. 

The Daegu cases were among 
20 new infections reported by 
South Korea on Wednesday, rais¬ 
ing the total to 51, according to 
the KCDC. 

COVID-19 is caused by a mem¬ 
ber of the coronavirus family 
that is similar to the SARS and 
MERS viruses that have caused 
outbreaks in the past. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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A passenger who disembarked from the quarantined Diamond 
Princess cruise ship peeks out of a bus window Wednesday in 
\bkohama, Japan. Hundreds of passengers began leaving the ship 
Wednesday after the end of a two-week quarantine that failed to stop 
the spread of the new coronavirus among passengers and crew. 


US Army Japan 
orders additional 
quarantine for 7 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Seven people associated 
with U.S. Army Japan who spent 
two weeks potentially exposed to 
the new coronavirus on a cruise 
ship in Yokohama must spend 
another 14 days quarantined at 
home, officials said Tuesday. 

The Japanese government is 
expected to release the seven, 
who fall under the status of forces 
agreement in Japan, from the 
ship over the next few days, ac¬ 
cording to a post on U.S. Army 
Japan’s official Facebook page. A 
SOFA defines the legal status of 
the U.S. armed forces stationed 
in host countries. It governs uni¬ 
formed service members, civilian 
Defense Department employees 
and their families. 

The seven spent two weeks 
aboard the Diamond Princess, 
a cruise ship at anchor in Yoko¬ 
hama Bay, after the virus, called 
COVID-19, was discovered on 
board as the vessel was en route 
to Japan. 

After completing the additional 
observational quarantine, the 
seven will be “free and safe to 
interact in the [U.S. Army Japan] 
community” as long as they show 
no symptoms, according to the 
Facebook post. The Army has 
provided temporary accommo¬ 
dations for those in quarantine 
whose homes share a common 
heating and air conditioning 
system. 

No U.S. Army Japan person¬ 
nel have tested positive or shown 
symptoms of the coronavirus to 
date, the post said. The Army did 
not provide further information 
Wednesday. 

Naval Forces Japan said no 
Navy SOFA personnel were 
aboard the ship. Pacific Air Forc¬ 
es and 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Force did not respond to requests 
for information on Wednesday. 


No U.S. Army Japan 
personnel have tested 
positive or shown 
symptoms of the 
coronavirus to date. 


The Japanese government on 
Wednesday began releasing pas¬ 
sengers from the ship who live in 
the country. All passengers are 
set to leave the Diamond Princess 
by Friday, according to the Japan 
Times newspaper. 

On Sunday, the State Depart¬ 
ment chartered two airplanes to 
bring American cruise passen¬ 
gers back to the United States. 
Those people are undergoing an¬ 
other 14-day quarantine at Travis 
Air Force Base in California and 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
in Texas. 

The Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday called the efforts 
to quarantine the Diamond Prin¬ 
cess passengers “extraordinary,” 
but said an additional quarantine 
is necessary to protect the public. 

“While the quarantine poten¬ 
tially conferred a significant 
public health benefit in slowing 
transmission, CDC’s assessment 
is that it may not have been suf¬ 
ficient to prevent transmission 
among individuals on the ship,” 
the CDC said in the statement. 
“CDC believes the rate of new 
infections on board, especially 
among those without symptoms, 
represents an ongoing risk.” 

Of the 400 Americans who 
were aboard the Diamond Prin¬ 
cess, about 100 remain in Japan 
at hospitals or on the ship. They 
will not be allowed to return to 
the U.S. for 14 days after disem¬ 
barking the Diamond Princess, 
according to the CDC statement. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 
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Ansbach (Germany) Fire Department 


A Ford Mustang lies on its roof off the B14 roadway between 
Katterbach and Ansbach in Germany after skidding off the road and 
flipping over Monday. A U.S. soldier traveling in the front passenger 
seat sustained serious injuries. The driver, also a soldier, was treated 
for shock and minor injuries, a police detective said. 


2 US soldiers injured, 

1 seriously, as Mustang 
skids off German road 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

A 20-year-old American sol¬ 
dier was airlifted to a hospital 
with serious injuries this week 
when the car in which he was a 
passenger skidded off a road in 
Bavaria, German rescue officials 
said Wednesday. 

The soldier suffered numer¬ 
ous bone fractures and internal 
injuries, but his condition has im¬ 
proved since the accident, which 
occurred during a downpour in 
the early afternoon on Monday, 
said Ansbach police detective 
Volker Ehrlinger. 

The driver of the car, a 21- 
year-old soldier, sustained minor 
injuries and was treated for shock 
after he lost control of the vehicle, 
a Ford Mustang, on a country 
road between Ansbach and Kat¬ 
terbach, Ehrlinger said. 

Both soldiers are with the 5th 
battalion, 4th Air Defense Artil¬ 
lery Regiment, based at Ansbach, 
said 10th Army Air and Missile 
Defense Command spokesman 
Capt. Robert Durr. 

“The driver of the vehicle was 


a soldier from Headquarters and 
Headquarters battery. ... The 
passenger was from Bravo bat¬ 
tery,” Durr said. 

“The car was driving way too 
fast,” Ehrlinger said. 

After veering off the road, the 
vehicle skidded more than 150 
feet along a bike path and flipped 
onto its roof. 

“The soldiers were lucky that 
people who were driving past 
reacted quickly and pulled both 
of them out of the car,” said 
Ehrlinger. 

No drugs or alcohol were in¬ 
volved in the accident, the police 
detective said. 

The total damage caused by the 
crash was estimated to be around 
$49,000, mainly to the car. The 
B14 roadway was shut down for 
several hours after the accident, 
and the Ansbach prosecutor or¬ 
dered the vehicle involved in the 
crash to be seized. 

Army officials did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a request for 
comment. 

Sfars and Stripes reporter Immanuel 

Johnson contributed to this article, 
kloeckner.marcusdistripes.com 
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Photo exhibit focuses on 
women of color at Vicenza 


Claire Wiltse 

Master Sgt. Vernisa Pope stands with from left, Simone Brewington, 
Alyssa Mallard, Cortnece Pope and Monique Allen — her Vicenza, 
Italy-based Girl Scouts. The photo is part of an exhibit titled “Noir 
Warriors” that highlights Vicenza-assigned women of color. 


Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A photo 
exhibit highlighting Vicenza-as- 
signed Americans of color will 
be on display this weekend in the 
city’s old town. 

The exhibit, titled “Noir War¬ 
riors,” will feature 26 photo¬ 
graphs at a downtown gallery “to 
showcase the diversity and pro¬ 
fessionalism of African-Ameri¬ 
can soldiers, civilians and their 
families.” 

“We wanted to highlight peo¬ 
ple who are here and are keep¬ 
ing things going,” said Nagita 
Sykes, founder and organizer of 
the nonprofit Vicenza Women of 
Color, which is hosting the event 
in conjunction with Black His¬ 
tory Month. “We want to know 
the people who are helping local 
young moms or working with Girl 
Scouts.” 

The free exhibit runs Fri¬ 
day through Sunday at Cantiere 
Barche 14. Friday evening will 
also include prosecco and snacks, 
and the singing group Brown Girl 


Magic. 

The exhibit runs 7 to 9 p.m. Fri¬ 
day. Hours on Saturday and Sun¬ 


day are from 10 a.m. to noon and 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

news@stripes.com 



Draft report confirms some claims about ex-Naval War College head 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. — A draft 
of a naval inspector general re¬ 
port found that several claims 
involving a retired senior officer 
who was removed as president of 
the U.S. Naval War College could 
be substantiated, though the re¬ 
port does not recommend further 
punishment, according to The 
Providence Journal. 

The newspaper reported Tues¬ 
day that the “tentative report of 
investigation” into retired Rear 


Adm. Jeffrey Harley’s manage¬ 
ment of the college in Newport, 
R.I., was forwarded to the De¬ 
fense Department and chief of 
naval operations for their review 
and recommendations, if any — a 
process that could take weeks or 
months. The draft report found 
that among the substantiated 
claims, Harley served alcohol on 
campus without proper authori¬ 
zation, the newspaper reported. 
Twelve allegations were deter¬ 


mined to be unsubstantiated, and 
seven were substantiated, accord¬ 
ing to the report. Harley contest¬ 
ed the substantiated findings. 

Harley was removed as presi¬ 
dent in June, days after The As¬ 
sociated Press reported he was 
under investigation for allegedly 
spending excessively, abusing his 
hiring authority and otherwise 
behaving inappropriately. 

From The Associated Press 
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Former service members 
sentenced in Taiwan slaying 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

Two former U.S. service mem¬ 
bers were among four men hand¬ 
ed prison sentences Saturday by 
a Taiwanese court for the grisly 
drug-related homicide of a Ca¬ 
nadian schoolteacher in summer 
2018. 

Ewart Odane Bent, a Marine 
veteran who was 30 at the time 
of the killing, was given 12 years 
and six months in prison by a 
panel of judges in New Taipei 
District Court after he was found 
guilty of murdering Ramgahan 
Sanjay Ryan, 43, the evening of 
Aug. 21, 2018, according to a re¬ 
port from the state-run Central 
News Agency. 

Bent had confessed to his role 
as an accomplice in the killing 
and testified against the others. 

Jason Hobbie, 46 at the time 
and a former Army paratrooper, 
received 18 months for aiding and 
abetting the murder, the news 
agency reported. He’s been jailed 
since October 2018. 

The men were sentenced along 
with two others. Israeli-American 
and former Israel Defense Forces 
soldier Oren Shlomo Mayer, who 
was 37 at the time and labeled 
the mastermind by prosecutors, 
received life imprisonment, the 
news agency said. Wu Hsuan, 
then a 21-year-old Taiwanese- 
Canadian nightclub promoter, re¬ 
ceived six months for aiding and 
abetting the crime. 

All four men have the right to 
appeal, the report said. 

The manner of Ryan’s death 
shocked Taiwan. He was stran- 



Facebook 


Former U.S. Marine Ewart 
Odane Bent, above, and former 
Army paratrooper Jason Hobbie 
were sentenced recently in 
the 2018 killing of a Canadian 
schoolteacher on Taiwan. 



gled, his body dismembered with 
machetes and the parts tossed 
in plastic bags into the Xindian 
River. 

Mayer moved to Taiwan in 2015 
and opened a tattoo shop, local 
media reports said. Bent taught 
English at several schools in New 
Taipei. 

Ryan, Bent and Mayer were re¬ 
portedly involved in a local drug 


ring that sold marijuana, the Tai¬ 
wan News said. Bent and Mayer 
suspected Ryan had become a 
police informant when some of 
their colleagues were arrested on 
drug-related charges. 

After his arrest. Bent told au¬ 
thorities that he and Mayer lured 
Ryan to a riverside park in New 
Taipei City where they ambushed 
him. Mayer strangled an inebriat¬ 
ed Ryan with a wire chord before 
they cut up his body, local media 
reports said. 

Police zeroed in on Bent be¬ 
cause Ryan’s phone showed they 
had argued over drugs, Taiwan 
News reported. Bent’s phone also 
placed him in the area at the time 
of the killing. 

Bent denied killing Ryan and 
instead fingered Mayer, who fled 
to the Philippines shortly after 
the slaying. Mayer was arrested 
two weeks later and extradited to 
Taiwan to stand trial. 

Bent also implicated Hobbie. 

Hobbie told police he brought 
gasoline to the park at Mayer’s re¬ 
quest, shot off some fireworks and 
left the scene without witnessing 
or participating in the homicide, 
Taipei Times reported, citing 
police. 

However, prosecutors alleged 
that Hobbie alerted Mayer and 
Bent of Ryan’s arrival with fire¬ 
works and provided the gasoline 
to help burn their bloody clothes, 
Taiwan News said. 

Hobbie told the court he 
suspected something serious 
was going to happen, but not a 
homicide. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: ©MatthewMBurkel 


Former Thunderbird chosen to 
lead USAF’s 36th Wing on Guam 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A 
former operations officer and F-16 
instructor pilot for the Air Force’s 
air demonstration team, the 
Thunderbirds, has been selected 
as the next 
commander 
of the 36th 
Wing at An¬ 
dersen Air 
Force Base, 
Guam. 

The Air 
Force chief 
of staff an¬ 
nounced 
the decision 
Thursday, 
according to 
a Defense Department statement. 

Brig. Gen. Jeremy Sloane 
comes to Guam from his post as 
commandant of the Air War Col¬ 
lege, Air University, Air Educa¬ 
tion and Training Command at 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. No 


date for the change of command 
was immediately available. 

The 36th Wing is composed of 
five groups and 17 squadrons and 
represents the Indo-Pacific Com¬ 
mand’s continuous bomber pres¬ 
ence in the region, according to 
a Joint Region Marianas website. 
Andersen is home to more than 
7,900 military and civilian person¬ 
nel and is the most forward sov¬ 
ereign U.S. Air Force base in the 
region. Guam is a U.S. territory. 

Sloane graduated from the Air 
Force Academy in 1992 with a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering, 
his Air Force biography said. He 
has held a variety of F-16 flying 
assignments, including operations 
officer and F-16 instructor pilot 
for the Air Force’s air demonstra¬ 
tion team, the Thunderbirds, from 
2004 to 2007. 

He also served as commander 
of the 388th Operations Support 
Squadron, Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah, and commander of the 8th 
Fighter Wing, Kunsan Air Base, 


South Korea, the biography said. 
Prior to taking the Air War Col¬ 
lege post in 2017, he served as 
vice director of operations for the 
North American Aerospace De¬ 
fense Command at Peterson Air 
Force Base, Colo. 

Sloane has more than 2,500 
flight hours in the F-16 and other 
training aircraft and 235 combat 
hours in Iraq and the Balkans, the 
biography said. 

The 36th Wing’s present leader. 
Brig. Gen. Gentry Boswell, took 
command in June 2018. He is a B-1 
weapon systems officer with more 
than 4,700 hours in B-IB, RC-135 
and E-6B aircraft and 500 combat 
hours in Southwest Asia, the Bal¬ 
kans and the Horn of Africa, ac¬ 
cording to his official biography. 

A spokesman for the 36th Wing 
said Wednesday he could not yet 
release details on Boswell’s next 
assignment. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @l\/latthewMBurkel 
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North Korean defector Thae Yong Ho, center, speaks to foreign 
correspondents in Seoul, South Korea, on Wednesday. Thae, who 
escap^ to Seoul in 2016, is running for parliament in South Korea. 

Treatment of defectors 
spurs ex-N. Korea official 
to run for office in South 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Frus¬ 
tration over South Korea’s treat¬ 
ment of fellow defectors and other 
policies toward North Korea 
prompted one of the most senior 
officials to flee the communist 
state to run for parliament in his 
new homeland. 

Thae Yong Ho, a former min¬ 
ister at North Korea’s embassy 
in London who escaped to Seoul 
in 2016, said Wednesday that his 
“triggering point” was the South’s 
decision to repatriate two North 
Korean fishermen accused of kill¬ 
ing 16 shipmates in November. 

The case prompted criticism 
by international human rights 
groups and defectors’ advocates 
who said the men shouldn’t have 
been sent back to a country where 
they stood no chance of a fair 
trial. 

“I was very much shocked by 
the news that two young North Ko¬ 
reans were returned,” Thae said 
at a press conference in Seoul. “I 
couldn’t sleep that night.” 

The South Korean government 
defended the action by alleging 
the men posed a danger to nation¬ 
al security as suspected killers. 

Thae said he decided to run in 
the April parliamentary elections 
to try to change the law to perma¬ 
nently bar such repatriations and 
to influence overall South Korean 
policy toward the North. 

“I want to make a very detailed 
law that ... whatever happens in 
the future in inter-Korean rela¬ 
tions, there should be no more 
repatriation of North Koreans 
back to North Korea if they wish 
to stay here, he said. 

Thae, who is on the ticket of the 
main opposition Liberty Party, 
is at the vanguard of an effort by 
North Korean defectors to gain 


political influence. He also sup¬ 
ported dozens of other defectors 
who announced Tuesday that 
they plan to launch a new politi¬ 
cal party. 

“I want to show to the North 
Korean people how freedom and 
democracy works in this coun¬ 
try,” Thae said Wednesday at the 
Seoul Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club. 

More than 32,000 North Kore¬ 
ans have fled to the South, where 
they are entitled to citizenship 
and benefits but often face dis¬ 
crimination and hardships as 
they struggle to adjust to their 
new life. 

One North Korean woman and 
her young son who had fled their 
homeland were found in their 
apartment last July, two months 
after they had died. Several South 
Korean news outlets reported that 
they starved to death. 

Thae said he wants to provide 
more opportunities to North Ko¬ 
rean escapees, whom he said will 
be critical to the country’s future 
if reunification ever happens. 

But the former diplomat also 
has been critical of US. and South 
Korean policies toward the North, 
reiterating his “very strong be¬ 
lief” that “Kim Jong Un’s regime 
will not denuclearize at all.” 

Thae also said he hopes an 
election to parliament would 
give him more sway with U.S. 
congressmen. 

“As far as U.S.-South Korean 
alliance is concerned, I want to 
tell the American lawmakers that 
it’s not an alliance for commer¬ 
cial purposes” but “for the sake 
of freedom and democracy,” he 
added, apparently referring to 
contentious defense cost-sharing 
talks underway between the two 
allies. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamel 
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France honors 
OSS veteran 

American fought behind enemy lines 
in WWII, helped others with PTSD 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

PARIS — The old soldier 
beamed as about 20 people waved 
American flags at Gare du Nord 
station, where he arrived in Paris 
to be honored as one of the few liv¬ 
ing veterans who fought with the 
super-secret forerunner of the 
CIA during the World War II lib¬ 
eration of France. 

For Stephen Weiss, 94, the sup¬ 
port he received Thursday and on 
other occasions late in his life has 
served as a reminder of his strug¬ 
gle to overcome what’s now known 
as post-traumatic stress disorder, 
which went unrecognized by his 
unit during the war. 

After his arrival, Weiss, a mem¬ 
ber of France’s distinguished 
Legion of Honor, laid a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
during a twilight ceremony at the 
Arc de Triomphe honoring mem¬ 
bers of the Office of Strategic Ser¬ 
vices, or OSS. 

It was yet another remarkable 
chapter in the life of a teenager 
from Brooklyn who followed the 
call to defend his country, sur¬ 
vived some of the fiercest combat 
of the war and then learned that 
battles don’t end when the shoot¬ 
ing stops. 

His story underscores not only 
the horrors of combat but the 
nation’s continuing challenges in 
both honoring and caring for the 
men and women whose sacrifice is 
incalculable. 

Weiss served as a lead scout in 
the 36th Infantry Division during 
fighting in Italy before taking part 
in the invasion of southern France 
on Aug. 15,1944. 

Ten days after coming ashore 
on France’s Mediterranean coast, 
Weiss was reported missing in 


I should never be 
where I am. Life 
owes me nothing. ^ 

Stephen Weiss 

WWII Army veteran 


action after he and seven other 
soldiers were separated from 
their unit and surrounded by 
the Germans during a nighttime 
operation. 

After hiding in an irrigation 
ditch, they dashed through a peach 
orchard and hid in a family’s hay 
loft, until the French Resistance 
organized their escape by disguis¬ 
ing them as French police officers, 
then slipped them through Nazi 
lines and across the Rhone River 
in wooden boats. 

“The Germans were this close,” 
Weiss said, motioning to about 
a foot away in the lobby of his 
Paris hotel. “We should have been 
caught.” 

While behind German lines, the 
soldiers joined the underground 
briefly before teaming up with a 
small OSS operational group ha¬ 
rassing Nazi forces in southern 
France, using guerrilla and spe¬ 
cial operations tactics. 

“Once we did that and I discov¬ 
ered how they fought against the 
Germans ... I volunteered to stay,” 
he said of the OSS. 

He spent several weeks with 
the outfit, whose leader was the 
father figure he’d longed for in the 
infantry. He cut telephone lines, 
guarded the OSS radio operator as 
Nazi tracking vans hunted illicit 
signals, helped destroy bridges 
and recovered nighttime supply 
drops. 

“Here there was an altogether 



French A^anistan veteran Cyril Pefaure, from left, U.S. Navy 
veteran and American Legion post commander Bryan Schell, and 
World War II Army veteran Stephen Weiss are seen before a twilight 
ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris on Feb. 14. 



Photos by Chad GARLANo/Stars and Stripes 


Stephen Weiss, 94, shows a photo Feb. 14 of himself with Italian actress Sophia Loren during his early 
post-World War II career in Hollywood. Weiss, a war and trauma researcher based in London, battled 
post-traumatic stress disorder after the war, but credits therapy with helping him turn his life around and 
lead three successful careers in his long life. 


different method of fighting that 
appealed to me,” he said. “Hit- 
and-run, smash-and-grab.” 

He stayed on even after the oth¬ 
ers from his unit returned, but 
despite the OSS group’s efforts to 
keep him, he was eventually or¬ 
dered back to the division when 
commanders said they needed 
every possible infantryman. 

He made his way hitching rides 
from Lyon to the Vosges mountain 
range near the German border, 
and reported for duty. That, he 
feels, was a mistake. 

“I should have gone to the hospi¬ 
tal,” he said. 

Most of the infantrymen he 
knew had been killed, wounded 
or missing, he said, and none of 
the leaders seemed to care about 
signs of potential psychological 
trauma. 

He trembled and couldn’t keep 
food down, but no one offered him 
a break or any kind of counseling. 

“It ruined me,” he said. “I was 
finished.” 

He went AWOL twice and re¬ 
turned both times after a few days 
of rest, turning himself in to the 
military police. 

After he was court-martialed 
for desertion, he helped build 
stockades for a few months of a 
life sentence in confinement until 
a therapist came, interviewed him 
and told the Army it had made a 
mistake. 

He soon returned to service, but 
as a veteran of two theaters he was 
spared from being sent to the Pa¬ 
cific after Germany surrendered. 
Instead he lived in a Paris apart¬ 
ment near the Arc de Triomphe 
while working as an Army photog¬ 
rapher and traveling throughout 
liberated France until he was sent 
home and discharged. 

But Weiss’ war wasn’t over. 

He spent over a decade in ther¬ 
apy for what would later be called 
PTSD, a condition his father also 
suffered without treatment after 
being gassed in World War 1. 

Through psychoanalysis, Weiss 


learned to “cut the bullsh—” and 
live in the present, he said. 

In a lesson learned in wars that 
were to come, Weiss found that the 
hardest part of treating PTSD was 
getting people to realize they need 
help and commit to getting it, he 
told Bryan Schell, commander of 
the local American Legion post, 
who’d served in the Navy in the 
1990s and was among the Ameri¬ 
cans who greeted him in Paris. 

Weiss later operated a psycho¬ 
therapy practice in Beverly Hills 
for over two decades and still 
sometimes goes to counseling 
himself, because he’s “not inter¬ 
ested in letting the past contrib¬ 
ute” to his current mindset, he 
told Schell, offering to visit a post 
event to discuss the issue further 
with its members. 

Still, Weiss is proud of the rec¬ 
ognition he has received for his 
sacrifices and remains focused 
on continued service to fellow 
veterans. 

As the two Americans and a few 
others sat in a cafe near the Arc 
de Triomphe, Weiss wore decora¬ 
tions he’d earned for his wartime 
exploits, including the French 
Resistance Medal, two Croix de 
Guerre and the U.S. Bronze Star. 
Around his neck he wore the Le¬ 
gion of Honor, France’s highest 
decoration for military and civil¬ 
ian merits, established by Napo¬ 
leon Bonaparte. 

In 1999, French President 
Jacques Chirac made him a knight, 
the first of the order’s five ranks. 
He’s been promoted twice since, 
earning the third-highest rank of 
commander in 2013, in part for his 
continued work on issues related 
to war and PTSD. 

After getting his life back on 
track, Weiss went to work in Hol¬ 
lywood and raised three children 
with his wife of 23 years, accom¬ 
plished ballet dancer and teacher 
Rosemary Valaire. 

He earned two master’s degrees 
and, at age 69, was awarded a doc¬ 
torate in war studies by King’s 


College London, where he’s been a 
lecturer for decades, often draw¬ 
ing on his combat experiences. He 
is a senior research fellow at the 
English university. 

“I should never be where I am,” 
he said at the cafe, while sipping a 
chocolate shake like the ones from 
his boyhood in Brooklyn. “Life 
owes me nothing.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Against Barr's wishes, Trump sends more DOJ tweets 



Michael A. McCoy/AP 


Attorney General William Barr arrives for an ceremony last month at the Department of Justice in 
Washington to announce the establishment of the Presidential Commission on Law Enforcement and the 
Administration of Justice, and its commissioners. 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Against 
the wishes of Attorney General 
William Barr, President Don¬ 
ald Trump continued to tweet 
Wednesday about the Justice 
Department, relaying the senti¬ 
ments of conservative allies that 
Barr should “clean house” and 
target those involved in the Rus¬ 
sia investigation. 

Amid a spate of more than 
a dozen morning tweets and 
retweets. Trump also shared the 
views of a conservative commen¬ 
tator who noted past instances 
of presidents getting involved in 
criminal cases and asserted that 
Trump has a “constitutional obli¬ 
gation” to speak up about corrup¬ 
tion in the department. 

The tweets could put Trump 
further at odds with Barr, who 
has warned the president about 
weighing in on Justice Depart¬ 
ment criminal cases on Twit¬ 
ter. He has also told those close 
to Trump that he is considering 
resigning over the president’s re¬ 
fusal to stop doing so. 

But Trump stopped short 
of directly criticizing Barr on 
Wednesday as he largely relayed 
sentiments of others, rather than 
his own, including some that 
urged the attorney general to 
take particular actions and oth¬ 
ers that were generally positive 
about him. 


By Eli Stokols 

AND Del Quentin Wilber 
Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump issued a pardon 
Tuesday to Michael Milken, the 
disgraced former junk bond king 
who later became a prominent Los 
Angeles philanthropist, in a mass 
clemency to 11 convicted felons 
that marked a dramatic expan¬ 
sion of the president’s interven¬ 
tion in judicial matters since his 
Senate impeachment acquittal. 

Among those whose sentences 
were commuted was former Il¬ 
linois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who 
has served eight years of a 14- 
year prison term for trying to 
sell the open U.S. Senate seat that 
Barack Obama had held before he 
entered the White House. 

Five Illinois Republicans in 
Congress criticized the decision, 
asserting that Blagojevich’s sen¬ 
tence was at “the low end of the 
federal sentencing guidelines for 
the gravity of his public corrup¬ 
tion convictions.” 

Some Democrats offered 
harsher criticism. The pardons 
“perhaps represent Trump’s 
most dangerous abuse of power 
precisely because the pardon 


Trump retweeted several 
Twitter posts from Tom Fitton, 
president of the conservative ac¬ 
tivist group Judicial Watch, who 
claimed that Trump was “the vic¬ 
tim of a seditious conspiracy” by 
the Justice Department and the 
FBI that led to the investigation 
of possible coordination between 
his 2016 presidential campaign 
and Russia. 

“Barr should clean house at 


power is unfettered and cannot 
be reviewed by Congress or the 
courts,” said Rep. Bill Pascrell 
Jr., D-N.J., an outspoken critic of 
Trump’s past pardons. 

Trump also granted clemency 
to Bernard Kerik, who led the New 
York Police Department after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
Kerik was sentenced to four years 
in prison in 2010 for tax fraud and 
lying to investigators. 

The president made clear that 
he had not ruled out pardoning 
his longtime friend and infor¬ 
mal adviser Roger Stone, who 
is scheduled to be sentenced in 
federal court Thursday despite 
Trump’s demand on Twitter ear¬ 
lier Tuesday that the case should 
be “thrown out.” 

Henry Pontell, a professor at 
John Jay College of Criminal Jus¬ 
tice in New York, viewed Trump’s 
slew of pardons and commutations 
as “a president normalizing and 
trivializing white-collar crimes. 

“If you’re going to control these 
sorts of behaviors, you need sen¬ 
tences that serve as a deterrent,” 
Pontell said. “Trump is saying, 
‘It’s too harsh and it’s really not 
that big of a deal anyway.’” 

Some of the offenses, includ¬ 
ing obstruction of justice, ap¬ 


DOJ,” Fitton said. In another 
tweet shared by Trump, Fitton 
asserted that Trump “has a posi¬ 
tive constitutional obligation to 
speak up about DOJ corruption.” 

Trump also retweeted a sug¬ 
gestion by Fitton that Trump 
should pardon his former national 
security adviser Michael Flynn, 
who pleaded guilty in December 
2017 to lying to the FBI about his 
contacts with then-Russian Am¬ 



Michael Milken 


peared similar to those that led 
to Trump’s impeachment in the 
House and subsequent acquittal 
in the Senate last month. 

Trump spoke at Joint Base An¬ 
drews as he embarked on a four- 
day swing to California, Nevada, 
Arizona and Colorado, and just 
hours after the White House an¬ 
nounced the pardon of former San 
Francisco 49ers owner Edward 
DeBartolo Jr., who was convicted 
in a gambling fraud scandal. 

The president lauded Milken for 
his philanthropy, saying that the 
financier who became the face of 
the financial scandals of the late 
1980s has “done an incredible job 
for the world.” After Milken’s re¬ 
lease from prison in 1993, he set 
up foundations that provided tens 
of millions of dollars for medical 
research. 

Trump also issued pardons to 
Ariel Friedler, an entrepreneur 
who pleaded guilty to accessing a 
protected computer, Paul Pogue, 
who underpaid his taxes, David 
Safavian, who obstructed justice, 
and Angela Stanton, who served 
six months of house arrest for her 
role in a car theft ring. 


bassador Sergey Kislyak and is 
awaiting sentencing. 

Trump’s retweets Wednesday 
included several from conserva¬ 
tive congressional allies, includ¬ 
ing Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y, who 
expressed hope that the Justice 
Department would soon hold of¬ 
ficials responsible who “weap- 
onized the awesome powers at 
their disposal in order to target 
the Trump campaign” during the 


By Toluse Olorunnipa 
AND Beth Reinhard 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON—On Tuesday, 
President Donald Trump granted 
clemency to a clutch of political 
allies, circumventing the usual 
Justice Department process. The 
pardons and commutations fol¬ 
lowed Trump’s moves to punish 
witnesses in his impeachment 
trial, publicly intervene in a pend¬ 
ing legal case to urge leniency for 
a friend, criticize a federal judge, 
accuse a juror of bias and threat¬ 
en to sue his own government for 
investigating him. 

Trump defended his actions, 
saying that he has the right to 
shape the country’s legal systems 
as he sees fit. 

“I’m allowed to be totally in¬ 
volved,” he told reporters Tues¬ 
day. “I’m actually, I guess, the 
chief law enforcement officer of 
the country. But I’ve chosen not 
to be involved.” 

The president’s post-impeach¬ 
ment behavior has alarmed sev¬ 
eral legal experts and former 
officials, who have said his direct 
intervention in legal matters risks 
further politicizing law enforce¬ 
ment at a time of fraying confi¬ 
dence in the Justice Department. 

More than 2,000 former Justice 
Department employees signed a 
public letter this week objecting 
to Trump’s public intervention 


Russia investigation. 

“There must be JUSTICE. This 
can never happen to a President, 
or our Country, again!” Trump 
added in his own words. 

Trump also highlighted griev¬ 
ances about his impeachment by 
the House for seeking investiga¬ 
tions that could benefit him po¬ 
litically from Ukraine at a time 
when US. military aid was being 
withheld to the country. 

Late last week, Barr publicly 
warned Trump in an interview 
with ABC News that his tweets 
about Justice Department cases 
“make it impossible for me to do 
my job.” 

Trump, White House officials 
said, is not entirely receptive to 
calls to change his behavior, and 
he has told those around him that 
he is not going to stop tweeting 
about the Justice Department. 
They said that Trump sees high¬ 
lighting FBI and Justice De¬ 
partment misconduct as a good 
political message. 

On Tuesday, Trump declared in 
a string of early morning tweets 
that he might sue those involved 
in the special counsel’s investiga¬ 
tion into his 2016 campaign and 
suggested that Roger Stone, his 
friend convicted of lying to Con¬ 
gress in that probe, deserved a 
new trial. 

He later acknowledged to re¬ 
porters that his tweeting does 
make Barr’s job more difficult. 


in the case of his longtime friend 
Roger Stone, and urging Barr to 
resign. The head of the Federal 
Judges Association has called an 
emergency meeting to address 
growing concerns about political 
interference in the Stone case. 

Carmen Ortiz, the former U.S. 
attorney for Massachusetts under 
President Barack Obama, was 
among the signatories on the let¬ 
ter condemning Trump’s political 
interference in legal matters. 

“I’ve worked under both Re¬ 
publican and Democratic admin¬ 
istrations,” she said, “and I’ve 
just never seen behavior like what 
were seeing right now.” 

Trump’s constant commentary 
and increasing willingness to 
flout traditional legal processes 
signal that the president feels em¬ 
boldened and unrestrained after 
Republicans voted almost unani¬ 
mously to acquit him on impeach¬ 
ment charges of abuse of power 
and obstruction of Congress, said 
Chris Whipple, author of “The 
Gatekeepers,” a history of White 
House chiefs of staff 

“It shows that Susan Collins 
was right — Trump has learned 
a lesson,” Whipple said, refer¬ 
ring to a prediction by the Re¬ 
publican senator from Maine that 
Trump would be more cautious 
after impeachment. “The les¬ 
son he learned is that he’s unac¬ 
countable. He can do whatever he 
wants now with impunity.” 


Former junk bond 
king Milken among 
Trump’s 11 pardons 


Trump says he is ‘chief 
law enforcement officer’ 
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Waiting for a bite 


LeBron Dube fishes off a pier in Dallas Bay at Chester Frost Park on Tuesday in Hixson, Tenn. Dube said he has been fishing in the park for 
50 years. 

THE CENSUS 

gm m m The value of pungent fruit, including durian, stolen in Ho- 
T AK nolulu. Two men entered a property in Hilo on the Big Island 
B and removed 18 durian and other types of fruit, the Hawaii 

® “ Police Department said. The tropical, spiky durian fruit re¬ 
sembles a small porcupine and typically weighs from 2 to 7 
pounds. Durian is known for a pale yellow flesh with a sweet taste but a smell that 
has been compared to moldy cheese, rotten onions, dead fish and worse. 


2 Lamborghinis stolen 
from dealership crash 

Hyi A WAYLAND — A 
Ipair of Lamborghini 
SUVs worth a total of more than 
$400,000 stolen from a Boston- 
area dealership were involved in 
a crash several hours later, police 
said. 

The Lamborghinis and a third 
vehicle crashed in Malden, Capt. 
John Amirault said, shortly 
after police received reports of 
two Lamborghinis drag racing 
through city streets. 

A white Lamborghini had front- 
end damage, and a black Lambo¬ 
rghini had rear end damage. A red 
Kia was also involved. The Kia’s 
driver was taken to the hospital. 

One suspect, an 18-year-old 
man from Cambridge, was caught 
but police said they are looking 
for two others. 

Tacks damage tires 
in police parking lot 

ly HICKORY — Someone 
put down metal tacks 
in the parking lot of a North Caro¬ 
lina municipality’s police depart¬ 
ment, damaging the tires of both 
police and civilian vehicles, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The Hickory Police Depart¬ 
ment recovered more than 50 
half-inch-long black metal tacks 
after damage reports came in, a 
department news release said. 

Police are hopeful that a review 
of video footage will generate im¬ 
ages of whoever performed the 
vandalism or of the perpetrator’s 
vehicle, the Hickory Daily Re¬ 
cord reported. 

Items up for auction 
include Gandhi postcard 

WESTPORT — A post- 
I card from Mahatma 
Gandhi, a letter from composer 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky and typewrit¬ 
ers used by authors Jack Kerouac 
and Ernest Hemingway are hit¬ 
ting a virtual auction block. 

Westport-based University Ar¬ 
chives is holding the online auc¬ 
tion on Feb. 26. 

John Reznikoff, the president 
of the authentication and auc¬ 
tion company, told the Hart¬ 
ford Courant the sale also will 
include items belonging to Neil 
Armstrong, Andrew Carnegie, 
Samuel Colt, George Gershwin, 
Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, 
Harry Houdini and other histori¬ 
cal figures. 

Try for sparkler record 
fails on technicality 

laiY GILLETTE — An at- 
WW 1 tempt in Wyoming 
to break a world record for the 
most sparklers lit simultaneously 
failed on a technicality. 

Guinness World Records offi¬ 
cials ruled each participant was 
required to light his or her own 
sparkler during the attempt in 
Gillette, The Gillette News Re¬ 
cord reported. 

The attempt in August was part 
of the Pyrotechnics Guild Interna¬ 
tional’s 50th annual convention. 

The event had an apparatus 
for lighting multiple sparklers. 
Volunteers with torches lit spar¬ 
klers and distributed them to 


participants. 

More than 1,700 people attend¬ 
ed and 2,500 sparklers were lit. 
The current record is 1,713. 

Judge: Top floors of 
new tower have to go 

lyW NEW YORK —A judge 
1 ^ 1 ordered the developers 
of a condo tower under construc¬ 
tion in New York City to remove 
several floors from the top of the 
building because it is too tall. 

State Supreme Court Justice 
W. Franc Perry’s ruling instructs 
the Department of Buildings to 
revoke the building permit for 
the nearly completed tower on 
Manhattan’s Upper West Side and 
remove floors that exceed the zon¬ 
ing limit. The New York Times re¬ 
ported. The number of floors to be 
removed from the 52-story tower 
is not yet known, but the newspa¬ 
per said it could be 20 or more. 

A lawyer representing the proj¬ 
ect said the developers would ap¬ 
peal the Feb. 13 decision. 

Lost ring found 47 
years later in Finland 

up BRUNSWICK — A 
I w I b high school class ring 
that was lost in Maine in 1973 was 
found in a forest in Finland. 

Debra McKenna, 63, lost the 
ring in Portland when she was 
a student at Morse High School, 
the Bangor Daily News reported. 


She said the ring was largely for¬ 
gotten until a sheet metal worker 
found it under 8 inches of soil in a 
Finnish forest 47 years later. 

The ring belonged to McKen¬ 
na’s late husband Shawn, who 
gave McKenna the ring before he 
left for college, and she acciden¬ 
tally left it in a department store. 

McKenna said she cried when 
the ring arrived in the mail at her 
Brunswick home last week. 

Dog, puppies doing well 
after found in snowdrift 

nyiiy RED LAKE — Au- 
I w 11^ thorities said a dog 
and her six puppies are recover¬ 
ing and growing fast after being 
found alone in a snowdrift in 
northwestern Minnesota. 

Officials with Red Lake Rose’s 
Rescue Shelter said a family dis¬ 
covered the dog lying with her lit¬ 
ter in more than a foot of snow not 
far from a wooded area, accord¬ 
ing to the Star Tribune. 

The family drove the puppies 
and their mother to the rescue 
operation on the Red Lake Indian 


Reservation. 

20 departments help 
extinguish fire 

^ U SOUTH CHARLES- 
TON — A large blaze 
at an Ohio business that supplies 
wood pallets was put out by fire¬ 
fighters with help from 20 depart¬ 
ments, a fire official said. 

The pallets burn quick and 
hot, so the blaze “had a head 
start” on crews responding to 
BDL Supply in South Charleston, 
Madison Township Fire and EMS 
Chief Christopher Clark told the 
Springfield News-Sun. 

There were an estimated 65 
fire response vehicles at the 
scene, roughly halfway between 
Columbus and Dayton. 

Bowhunting group says 
bear set world record 

ly I MORRIS COUNTY— A 
1^ S bowhunting organiza¬ 
tion said a 700-pound bear shot 
in New Jersey last fall set a world 


record as the largest black bear 
killed with a bow and arrow in 
North America. 

The Pope and Young Club, a 
bowhunting and conservation 
organization, said the bear killed 
Oct. 14 in Morris County toppled 
a record set in 1993 by a hunter in 
California. The new record was 
announced after a special panel 
of judges was assembled Feb. 8 
in Harrisburg, Pa., during the 
Great American Outdoors Show, 
the group said. 

The bear, preserved through 
taxidermy, is to be displayed at 
the Pope and Young Annual Con¬ 
vention in Virginia in March. 

Man charged with DUI 
twice in one day 

m PROVIDENCE — Rhode 
Island State Police ar¬ 
rested 11 people on driving under 
the influence charges over Valen¬ 
tine’s Day weekend, including a 
man who was pulled over twice, 
officials said. 

Patrick Cahill, 61, of Warwick 
was arrested shortly before 3 a.m. 
Friday and charged with driving 
under the influence of liquor and/ 
or drugs, first offense. 

Officials said Cahill pleaded 
no contest to the charge in court 
later in the morning, but was 
pulled over again that night in 
East Greenwich and charged with 
DUI, second offense. 

From wire reports 
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Boeing finds new 
issue with 737 Max: 
debris in fuei tanks 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


Juliette Parker, center, looks to her attorney, right, as she hands over jewelry before being handcuffed 
by a Pierce County Sheriff’s Deputy, left, on Tuesday in a Pierce County courtroom in Tacoma, Wash. 

Washington woman pleads not 
guilty to trying to steal baby 


Associated Press 

TACOMA, Wash. — A Wash¬ 
ington woman has pleaded not 
guilty to drugging a mother after 
authorities say that she posed as 
a photographer in a plot to kidnap 
the mother’s newborn baby. 

Juliette Parker, 38, pleaded 
not guilty Tuesday to attempted 
kidnapping and assault in Pierce 
County Superior Court, The News 
Tribune reported. 

Parker posted $50,000 bail over 
the weekend and was released. 
New bail of $150,000 was set Tues¬ 
day after prosecutors described 
her as a flight risk, and she was 
booked again into jail. Parker 
moved to Washington last year 
after losing a mayoral election in 


Colorado Springs, Colo., The Ga¬ 
zette reported. 

On Friday, deputies arrested 
Parker and her 16-year-old daugh¬ 
ter. The teen was expected to be 
arraigned at a juvenile deten¬ 
tion center Tuesday on the same 
charges. 

Parker connected with moth¬ 
ers through a Facebook group and 
offered to do free photo shoots of 
newborns to build her portfolio, 
according to court documents. 
Investigators said that at least 
a dozen women have contacted 
them with stories of interacting 
with Parker, who also has gone by 
the names “Juliette Noel” or “Ju¬ 
liette Gaines.” 

Parker drugged one mother, 
whose Spanaway home she visited 


earlier this month with her daugh¬ 
ter, documents said. The new mom 
said that she was “pressured” into 
eating cupcakes they brought and 
after taking a bite, she said her 
body went numb. She then asked 
Parker and her daughter to leave, 
documents said. 

They left but wiped down the 
drinking glasses they’d used and 
stole the victim’s house keys, ac¬ 
cording to court documents. 

When the woman texted Parker 
to ask if she had the keys, Parker 
said she’d found the keys in her 
yard and offered to have them 
delivered, according to court 
documents. 

Documents say the new mom 
called 911 and that doctors said she 
appeared to have been drugged. 


By David Koenig 
Associated Press 

Boeing said Tuesday that it 
found debris contaminating the 
fuel tanks of some 737 Max jets 
that it built in the past year but 
was unable to deliver to airline 
customers. 

A Boeing official said that the 
debris was discovered in “sever¬ 
al” planes but did not give a pre¬ 
cise number. Boeing built about 
400 undelivered Max jets before 
it temporarily halted production 
last month. 

The fuel tank debris was dis¬ 
covered during maintenance on 
parked planes, and Boeing said 
that it immediately made cor¬ 
rections in its production system 
to prevent a recurrence. Those 
steps include more inspections 
before fuel tanks are sealed. 

A Boeing spokesman said the 
issue would not change its belief 
that the Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration will certify the plane to 
fly again this summer. 

An FAA spokesman said the 
agency knows that Boeing is con¬ 
ducting a voluntary inspection of 
undelivered Max planes. 

The FAA “increased its surveil¬ 
lance based on initial inspection 
reports and will take further ac¬ 


tion based on the findings,” said 
spokesman Lynn Lunsford. 

Metal shavings, tools and other 
objects left in planes during as¬ 
sembly can raise the risk of elec¬ 
trical short-circuiting and fires. 

Mark Jenks, Boeing’s general 
manager of the 737 program, said 
in a memo to employees who work 
on the 737, “During these chal¬ 
lenging times, our customers and 
the flying public are counting on 
us to do our best work each and 
every day.” 

Jenks called the debris “abso¬ 
lutely unacceptable. One escape 
is one too many.” 

Max jets were grounded around 
the world last March after two 
crashes killed 346 people. Boeing 
is conducting test flights to assess 
updates to a flight-control system 
that activated before the crashes 
on faulty signals from sensors 
outside the plane, pushing the 
noses of the aircraft down and 
triggering spirals that pilots were 
unable to stop. 

While investigators examining 
the Max accidents have not point¬ 
ed to production problems at the 
assembly plant near Seattle, Boe¬ 
ing has faced concerns about de¬ 
bris left in other finished planes 
such as the 787 Dreamliner, 
which is built in South Carolina. 


Senator defends meeting 
with Iran’s foreign minister 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Chris 
Murphy on Tuesday defended a 
weekend meeting he held with 
Iran’s foreign minister in Europe 
after his actions were questioned 
in conservative media and as 
President Donald Trump sug¬ 
gested that they may have vio¬ 
lated U.S. law. 

The Connecticut Democrat 
said that his Saturday meeting 
with Mohammed Javad Zarif was 
important because it is “danger¬ 
ous not to talk to one’s enemies.” 
Murphy said that he wanted to 
see Zarif because there has been 
no United States diplomatic chan¬ 
nel with Iran since Trump with¬ 
drew from the 2015 nuclear deal 
two years ago. 

“I have no delusions about Iran 
—they are our adversary, respon¬ 
sible for the killing of thousands 
of Americans and unacceptable 
levels of support for terrorist or¬ 
ganizations throughout the Mid¬ 
dle East,” he wrote in a Medium 
post. 

On hearing of the meeting. 
Trump said it sounded as though 
Murphy had violated an obscure, 
little-used federal law known as 
the Logan Act that bars private 
citizens from conducting official 
diplomacy. The 1799 law makes it 


a felony for unauthorized Ameri¬ 
cans to negotiate with govern¬ 
ments in disputes with the U.S. 
Logan Act charges have only 
been filed against two people, 
both in the 19 th century, and nei¬ 
ther were convicted. 

“Is there anything that I should 
know because that sounds like 
to me a violation of the Logan 
Act,” Trump said, recalling his 
reaction when he was told of the 
meeting. 

Perhaps expecting criticism 
for the meeting from the admin¬ 
istration, Murphy wrote that he 
“cannot conduct diplomacy on 
behalf of the whole of the U.S. 
government, and I don’t pretend 
to be in a position to do so. But if 
Trump isn’t going to talk to Iran, 
then someone should.” 

Murphy said that he raised 
numerous contentious issues in 
his conversation with Zarif on 
the sidelines of an international 
security conference in Munich, 
Germany. 

Zarif said Wednesday that he 
believes his meeting with Mur¬ 
phy had spooked the Trump 
administration. 

“Trump and Pompeo are afraid 
of a senator hearing facts from 
the Iranian foreign minister,” 
Zarif told reporters. 
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Abbott: Malaysian leaders suspected pilot of MH370 


Associated Press 

PERTH, Australia — Former 
Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott has said the “top levels” of 
the Malaysian government long 
suspected that the disappearance 
of a plane almost six years ago 
was a mass murder-suicide by 
the pilot. 

Abbott was prime minister 
when Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 carrying 239 people vanished 
on March 8, 2014, while flying 
from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing. 

Australia, working on Malay¬ 
sia’s behalf, coordinated what 
became the largest search in avi¬ 
ation history, but it failed to find 
the plane before being ended in 
2017. 


Speaking in a Sky News docu¬ 
mentary to air on Wednesday and 
Thursday, Abbott said high-rank¬ 
ing Malaysian officials believed 
veteran pilot Zaharie Ahmad 
Shah deliberately downed the jet. 

“My very clear understand¬ 
ing, from the very top levels of 
the Malaysian government is that 
from very, very early on, they 
thought it was murder-suicide by 
the pilot,” said Abbott, who was 
Australia’s prime minster from 
2013-15. 

“I’m not going to say who said 
what to whom, but let me reiter¬ 
ate, I want to be absolutely crys¬ 
tal clear, it was understood at 
the highest levels that this was 
almost certainly murder-suicide 
by the pilot.” 


A Malaysian-led independent 
investigation report released in 
2018 said the plane’s course was 
changed manually but did not 
name a suspect and raised the 
possibility of “intervention by a 
third party.” 

Investigators, however, said 
the cause of the disappearance 
couldn’t be determined until the 
wreckage and the plane’s black 
boxes are found. 

The Malaysian Ministry of 
Transport did not immediately 
respond to questions from The 
Associated Press about the re¬ 
marks from the former Austra¬ 
lian leader. 

Malaysia has had a change of 
government since the plane’s 
disappearance. 



Paul Kane/AP 


Then-prime minister of Australia Tony Abbott, right, shakes 
hands with then-prime minister of Malaysia Najib Razak at Perth 
International Airport in Australia in 2014. 


US woman who hid baby faces kidnapping charge in Philippines 


Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — An 
American woman charged with 
human trafficking for allegedly 
attempting to smuggle a 6-day- 
old baby out of the Philippines 
inside a sling bag was arrested 


on an additional count of kidnap¬ 
ping, authorities said. 

Jennifer Talbot from Utah, who 
was out on bail while facing the 
human trafficking charge, was 
presented to reporters in Manila 
on Wednesday by officials from 
the National Bureau of Investi¬ 


gation, a government anti-crime 
investigative agency. Talbot wore 
an orange shirt and had a mask 
on, with her left arm in a sling. 

She pulled down her mask and 
said, “I object to this press con¬ 
ference without my attorney and 
the embassy present.” 


Talbot had planned to board a 
Delta Air Lines flight to the Unit¬ 
ed States with the baby on Sept. 
4, according to prosecutors. After 
discovering the baby, airline staff 
called immigration personnel, 
who arrested Talbot at the air¬ 
port. The baby was turned over to 


government welfare personnel. 

The prosecutors said that Tal¬ 
bot presented an affidavit at 
the airport, allegedly from the 
baby’s mother giving consent for 
the newborn to travel to the US., 
but it had not been signed by the 
mother. 
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In the spirit of Whitney’ 

Hologram tour 
of late singer 
starts Feb. 25 


AP 

A holographic Whitney Houston, shown in 2004, will embark on a European tour starting Feb. 25. 


By Andrew Dalton 
Associated Press 

W hitney Houston is 
about to appear on 
the concert stage 
again. 

Eight years after her death, a 
holographic Houston will embark 
on a European tour that starts 
in England on Feb. 25 and runs 
through early April, with U.S. 
dates expected to follow. 

“Now is just the right time,” 
said Pat Houston, the singer’s sis¬ 
ter-in-law, former manager and 
the executor of her estate, which 
is producing the show in col¬ 
laboration with BASE Hologram. 
“In the spirit of Whitney, I know 
we’re doing all the right things 
right now.” 

Last week, a few dozen mem¬ 
bers of the media were given a 
dress-rehearsal preview in Bur¬ 
bank, Calif, of most of “An Eve¬ 
ning With Whitney: The Whitney 
Houston Hologram Tour,” which 
features Houston projected onto a 
nearly invisible scrim on a stage 
with real dancers and a live back¬ 
ing band. 

The show, which was first con¬ 
ceived five years ago, used a body 
double along with hundreds of 
hours of Houston performances 
and extensive CGI synthesizing. 

“We created the hologram the 
same way they did Carrie Fisher 
in the Star Wars movie ‘Rogue 
One,”’ said Marty Tudor, CEO of 
BASE Hologram, which has pre¬ 
viously revived performing ver¬ 
sions of dead singers including 
Roy Orbison and Maria Callas. 
“It’s lengthy, it’s tedious, it’s a big, 
complicated process, but I think 
it worked.” 

The ambitious performance is 
the modest brainchild of Whitney 
Houston herself, in at least one 
respect. 

While on her final European 
tour, she had an “unplugged” sec¬ 


tion of her show, with a stripped- 
down band and minimal fanfare. 
Houston liked that so much that 
shortly before her death at age 48 
on the eve of the 2012 Grammy 
Awards, she expressed a desire 
to one day do an entire tour that 
way. 

That concept became the model 
for the hologram concert. 

“This is something that she 
wanted to do,” Pat Houston said 
after the media preview of the 
show. “I get very emotional 
watching this, because it is so, so 
close to what she wanted. The only 
thing missing is her, physically.” 

On first appearance, it’s clear 
how far holographic technol¬ 
ogy has come since previous it¬ 
erations like Tupac’s holographic 
stint with Snoop Dogg at Coachel¬ 
la in 2012, with little of the flick¬ 
ering unreality audiences expect. 
Houston’s appearance in a gold 
gown looks magically realistic. 

The limits are more appar¬ 
ent as the concert goes on, with 
the projection beam visible and 
Houston’s movements minimal. 


but those shortcomings are un¬ 
likely to bother the hardcore fans 
the tour is likely to draw. 

Houston was never one for 
elaborate choreography or flashy 
moves anyway, and her small 
gestures — a quivering jaw on 
long-held notes, fluttering fingers 
for vocal flourishes — are all cap¬ 
tured here. 

“Whitney didn’t dance a lot, but 
when she did do her little moves, 
they were so perfectly Whitney,” 
said Fatima Robinson, who cho¬ 
reographed the show. “We did 
lots of studying her behavior in 
her videos. We would study her 
movements, and find the best mo¬ 
ments in some of the live videos 
that just really embody her.” 

The show still features plenty of 
dancing, via four backup dancers 
and two moving backup singers, 
all of whom occasionally interact 
with the hologram. 

But Houston mostly preferred 
to let her voice do the work, and 
that part of the show works seam¬ 
lessly, through a blend of studio 
takes and live performances. 


Close listeners may think they’re 
hearing the album version of a hit 
before it swerves into seemingly 
spontaneous moments that give it 
a live feeling. 

The production may be most 
effective when it embraces its ho¬ 
lographic possibilities — includ¬ 
ing having Houston swarmed in 
a shimmering shower of golden 
sparks during the climactic per¬ 
formance of “I Will Always Love 
You.” 

Dressing the Houston hologram 
provided its own set of problems 
and possibilities. 

“The first thing is, you can’t do 
black,” Timothy Snell, who over¬ 
saw the wardrobe for the show, 
said with a mock gasp. “And black 
and sparkles are your first go-to. 
But Whitney also loved color.” 

Along with the gold gown, her 
outfits include a shimmering or¬ 
ange jumpsuit and a floor-length 
pink flowered coat. 

“She liked to look sophisticated 
and timeless,” Snell said. “And 
those timeless looks really show 
up here.” 



Capaldi, Dave win at politically tinged Brit Awards 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

Scottish singer-songwriter 
Lewis Capaldi and soulful Lon¬ 
don rapper Dave took top prizes 
Tuesday at the U.K. music indus¬ 
try’s Brit Awards, where Dave 
brought some political edge to the 
glossy talent parade. 

Billie Eilish and Tyler the Cre¬ 
ator were among the internation¬ 
al winners at the awards, which 
have been criticized for a dearth 
of female nominees. 

The 21-year-old south London¬ 
er Dave won the coveted album of 


the year prize for the self-reflec¬ 
tive “Psychodrama.” 

Accepting the trophy, he gave 
a shout-out to other young peo¬ 
ple from Britain’s cities with big 
aspirations. 

“All my young kings and queens 
that are chasing their dreams. I’m 
no different from you,” he said. 

Capaldi’s U.K. and U.S. chart- 
topper “Someone You Loved” 
was named song of the year, and 
Capaldi also won the best new 
artist prize during the ceremony 
at London’s 02 Arena. 

Grime artist Stormzy was 
named British male artist of the 


year, the second time he has won 
the award. Singer-songwriter 
Mabel, daughter of musician 
Neneh Cherry, was named U.K. 
female solo artist of the year. 

The award for international 
female artist went to Eilish, who 
won five Grammy Awards last 
month. 

Singer Celeste was named ris¬ 
ing star. Foals was declared band 
of the year, and the award for in¬ 
ternational male solo artist went 
to Tyler the Creator. He sardoni¬ 
cally thanked former Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May for banning 
him from entering Britain five 


years ago. 

The awards have been criti¬ 
cized over the years for failing 
to reflect the diversity of British 
music and being slow to embrace 
the emergence of genres includ¬ 
ing home-grown British grime 
and hip-hop. 

In 2017, the academy of more 
than 1,000 music industry pro¬ 
fessionals that chooses Brits win¬ 
ners was expanded in an attempt 
to make it more gender-balanced 
and diverse. Last year, female 
nominees outnumbered men 
for only the second time in the 
event’s 40-year history. 


Correspondents’ 
dinner returns 
to comedic roots 

Comedians are making their 
return to the White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner after 
last year’s hiatus. 

Kenan Thompson of “Sat¬ 
urday Night Live” and Hasan 
Minhqj of Netflix’s “Patriot 
Act with Hasan Minh^” will 
headline this year’s dinner, 
which takes place April 25. 

The White House declined 
to comment about whether the 
president would attend this 
year. 

Thompson will serve as this 
year’s host. Minhqj will be the 
featured entertainer. 

Israeli Opera to host 
Placido Domingo 

Despite objections from sex¬ 
ual abuse activists, the Israeli 
Opera will host a weeklong 
singing competition organized 
by Spanish opera star Placido 
Domingo in Tel Aviv later this 
year. 

Domingo, 80, has withdrawn 
from all US. performances 
since reports by The Associ¬ 
ated Press last year detailed 
accusations of sexual harass¬ 
ment or other inappropriate, 
sexually charged conduct. 

Domingo’s Operalia, an an¬ 
nual opera singing competi¬ 
tion, will take place at Tel 
Aviv’s opera house from Oct. 
22 to 28. 

The Israeli Opera said in a 
statement that it has a “very 
strict policy” against any kind 
of harassment but said there 
has been “no official report” 
about the AP claims. 

Songwriter, actress 
Ja’Net DuBois dies 

Ja’Net DuBois, who played 
the vivacious neighbor Willona 
Woods on “Good Times” and 
composed and sang the theme 
song for “The Jeffersons,” has 
died. DuBois’ song “Movin’ on 
Up” provided a joyous intro to 
“The Jeffersons” during the 
show’s 10-season run. 

DuBois had a prolific career 
beyond the 1970s hit “Good 
Times,” winning two Emmy 
Awards for her voice work on 
the WB series “The PJs.” 

Her film credits included 
1970’s “Diary of a Mad House¬ 
wife,” “I’m Gonna Git You 
Sucka” and “Charlie’s Angels: 
Full Throttle.” 

She was credited in numer¬ 
ous other films as varied as 
“Basic Instinct,” “Next Fri¬ 
day” and “Tropic Thunder,” 
which included “Movin’ on 
Up.” 

Other news 

■ Actress Zoe Caldwell, a 
four-time Tony Award winner 
famous for portraying larger- 
than-life characters, died Sun¬ 
day. She was 86. 

■ An up-and-coming rap¬ 
per known as Pop Smoke was 
fatally shot during a break-in 
early Wednesday at a Holly¬ 
wood Hills home. He was 20. 

From The Associated Press 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Obey 

5 Author Bellow 
9 Arrest 

12 Sicilian peak 

13 O’Hara estate 

14 Decorate a cake 

15 Hearty soup 
legumes 

17 Mormon church, 
for short 

18 Fashions 

19 Kick out 

21 Tagged player 

22 Ersatz chocolate 
24 Philosopher 

Immanuel 

27 Purring pet 

28 Stately trees 

31 “As I see it,” 
in a text 

32 Lennon’s love 

33 Diamond arbiter 

34 Country’s 
McEntire 

36 Knock 

37 Hot 

38 Spur on 

40 “I see” 

41 Rolling Stones 
hit song 

43 Three-bagger 

47 Table support 

48 Short piece of 
reportage 

51 — tai (cocktail) 

52 Wine valley 


53 Make a scarf 

22 Venice waterway 

54 Chest-beating 

23 Perched on 

beast 

24 White wine 

55 Flag feature 

cocktail 

56 Back talk 

25 Soul, to Camus 

26 “Don’t worry 

DOWN 

about it” 

1 Coop group 

27 Apple center 

2 Coup d’— 

29 Roman 2010 

3 Jealousy 

30 CIA operative 

4 Naturally 

35 “— dreaming?” 

illuminated 

37 Avoids, as work 

5 Fr. holy women 

39 Sean and William 

6 Small battery 

40 Globe 

7 Ornate vase 

41 — mater 

8 Surgical beam 

42 Tide variety 

9 Color named 

43 Russian ruler 

for a river 

44— colada 

10 Outlet letters 

45 Oahu souvenirs 

11 Optimum 

46 New newts 

16 Wager 

49 Nosh 

20 Average guy 

50 New Deal agcy. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



2-20 CRYPTOQUIP 


QSBRZFLV JLODR ESLE 

JPDLEVB DVDILED ZOQTVRD 

LFEZIZEB LONMJ RBMLQRDR: 

ZMEPLMDTPLV RQNPER. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip; WHEN ANYBODY 
IS STANDING ON THE GROUND ANYWHERE 
IN MYANMAR, I’D SAY THEY ARE ON TERRA 
BURMA. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals Y 
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By Kevin Ryan 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

L t. Col. Alex Vindman, a decorated 
combat veteran who testified in the 
congressional impeachment hear¬ 
ings in November, was fired from 
his job at the National Security Council 
on Feb. 7 and unceremoniously escorted 
from the building. Is Vindman a villain 
or a hero? Did he disobey his commander 
in chief or did he obey his oath to defend 
the Constitution? Did he betray secret pro¬ 
ceedings or did he report illegal acts? Did 
he make the right choices? 

An observer of the impeachment hear¬ 
ings might think that these questions about 
Vindman’s actions and testimony are only 
being discussed in political and media 
circles, but in fact they are open questions 
among military leaders in the Pentagon 
and throughout the force. 

This is an important moment for our mil¬ 
itary professionals, one that demands that 
they answer the questions above—one way 
or the other. To fail to properly identify and 
characterize Vindman’s choices will leave 
our soldiers wondering what their moral 
and legal obligations are. Ambivalence 
about ethical choices in peacetime can be 
manifested by choices in wartime that cost 
lives. 

What were the key choices that Vindman 
made? There were hours of testimony and 
questions and answers. There were atten¬ 
tion-grabbing moments and interesting in¬ 
side details. But in the end, Vindman made 
three key choices for which he is being, and 
will be, judged by his fellow soldiers. 

Vindman’s first key choice came on July 
10 in a meeting at the White House between 
U.S. and Ukrainian officials. During the 
meeting, then-US. Ambassador to the Eu¬ 
ropean Union Gordon Sondland told Ukrai¬ 
nian officials that Ukraine had to “deliver 
the investigation into the 2016 elections, 
the Bidens, and Burisma.” Vindman knew 
that asking a foreign government to in- 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
hen you think of sleaze balls, 
well, so many come to mind 
these days. But surely topping 
the list is the man who once 
swore he was the only person who could 
bring down President Donald Trump. 

Instead, the president seems to be soar¬ 
ing while Michael Avenatti, former media 
magnet and porn-star lawyer, has plum¬ 
meted to the ground in a heap of ash that 
even composters won’t touch. 

Avenatti has referred to himself as 
Icarus, but that’s a rather romantic self¬ 
appraisal. There’s a difference between 
flying too close to the sun and being a com¬ 
mon crook. Last week, after a two-week 
trial that made hardly a ripple in the press, 
a jury of his peers found Avenatti guilty of 
attempted extortion, transmission of inter¬ 
state communications with intent to extort, 
and honest services wire fraud. 

It’s a little ironic that the trial of Michael 
Avenatti, who not long ago commanded 
prime time hits on CNN and MSNBC, was 
nudged aside by Trump’s own impeach¬ 
ment trial. Adding insult to injury, the 
once-dapper Avenatti spent much of the 
past year awaiting trial in solitary confine¬ 
ment, reportedly in the same New York 
prison cell once occupied by Mexican drug 
kingpin El Chapo. 

On these charges alone, Avenatti faces 
up to 42 years in prison. He faces addi¬ 
tional charges in California for allegedly 


vestigate the Bidens was an inappropriate 
request. Vindman had a choice: He could 
remain quiet and say nothing or, he could 
confront a U.S. ambassador and tell him 
that his request was wrong. Vindman, in 
his testimony, said he told Sondland “that 
his statements were inappropriate, that 
the request to investigate the Bidens [sic] 
and his son had nothing to do with national 
security, and that such investigations were 
not something that the NSC was going to 
get involved in.” Vindman also raised the 
issue to his boss, Fiona Hill, who agreed 
with him, and to national security adviser 
John Bolton, who told him to report the 
conversation to NSC chief counsel John 
Eisenberg. Vindman did so. 

Vindman’s second key choice came after 
the July 25 official phone call between 
President Donald Trump and then-Ukrai- 
nian President-elect Volodymyr Zelenskiy. 
Vindman heard Trump make essentially 
the same request of Zelenskiy that Sond¬ 
land had made of lower officials two weeks 
prior: to investigate former Vice President 
Joe Biden and his son Hunter. Vindman 
had already confirmed with his chain of 
command that such a request was inappro¬ 
priate and, following Eisenberg’s advice 
after the first incident, he again reported 
his concerns that day to the chief counsel. 
Vindman testified to Congress that he did 
not know if the president’s request was 
technically illegal. He just knew it was 
inappropriate. 

On Oct. 8, counsel to the president Pat 
Cipollone notified Congress that members 
of the executive branch were ordered not 
to testify or provide documents to the con¬ 
gressional impeachment investigation. Ci¬ 
pollone said Trump had decided he “cannot 
permit his administration to participate in 
this partisan inquiry.” In response. Con¬ 
gress issued subpoenas to witnesses, set¬ 
ting up Vindman’s third and most public 
choice — whether to obey an order from 
the commander in chief or an order from 
Congress. Vindman chose to obey the 


defrauding clients and in Manhattan for 
pocketing about $300,000 intended as a 
book advance for Stormy Daniels, who al¬ 
legedly had an affair with Trump in 2006. 

He loved being on the tube, loved the at¬ 
tention, loved everything about himself and 
his successful manipulation of the all-too- 
obliging media. He cared as much about 
media as he did about money because for 
him, the two were interchangeable; media 
time equaled more clients, and hence more 
billings. 

His extortion trial stemmed from an 
epic plan he confected from a client’s al¬ 
legations that Nike was paying the fami¬ 
lies of college-bound basketball stars. 
The client, former coach Gary Franklin, 
ran a Los Angeles youth basketball team 
called the California Supreme when Nike 
decided not to continue sponsoring the 
team. Franklin hired Avenatti hoping he 
could restore the sponsorship deal and 
reveal evidence that Nike was funneling 
payments to high school basketball re¬ 
cruits with the intention of having them 
play for Nike-sponsored teams. Franklin, 
who was not charged with a crime, alleges 
that Nike employees told him to pay tens of 
thousands of dollars to the parents of three 
recruits and “submit fraudulent invoices to 
the company for reimbursement.” 

Sensing deep pockets and a way out of 
some personal debts, Avenatti demanded 
that Nike pay his client $1.5 million. And, 
without Franklin’s knowledge, he then de¬ 
manded that Nike hire him for another $25 
million to conduct an internal investigation 
of Nike’s practices. If Nike refused, Av- 


subpoena from Congress. He was not the 
only administration official to make that 
choice. His two bosses. Hill and Tim Mor¬ 
rison, both chose to testify. Sondland, for¬ 
mer US. special representative to Ukraine 
Kurt Volker, then-acting U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine William Taylor and former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yova- 
novitch all chose to testify. Others made a 
similar choice. 

Vindman made his choices in each case 
believing he was doing the right thing. 
Today, many people are questioning his 
choices. Trump tweeted that Vindman was 
“insubordinate.” National security adviser 
Robert O’Brien claimed that Vindman was 
trying to impose his own Ukraine policy. 
According to The Hill, Sens. Roy Blunt and 
Ron Johnson said they believed that Vind¬ 
man wrongly went outside of the “chain of 
command” with his concerns. 

According to The Atlantic, however, for¬ 
mer White House chief of staff retired Gen. 
John Kelly praised Vindman’s choices and 
said Trump’s request to start investigations 
against the Bidens was “tantamount to an 
illegal order.” Kelly claimed Vindman did 
“exactly what he was taught to do.” 

It is not enough for the leadership of the 
military, especially the Army, to state that 
there will be no retribution against Vind¬ 
man for his choices. The leadership owes 
Vindman, and all service members, a judg¬ 
ment on whether he was right or wrong. 
My professional opinion is that I would be 
greatly disappointed in my Army if they do 
not defend Vindman’s choices and make 
them teaching points for professional de¬ 
velopment. But whatever the decision, to 
let this moment pass without a clear and 
forceful verdict will be a judgment on the 
Army itself 

Kevin Ryan, a retired brigadier generai, is a 29- 
year veteran of the Army, where he served in air 
defense and Russian area duties as well as in 
policymaking positions on the Army Staff and in 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense. He is an 
associate fellow at Harvard Kennedy School’s 
Belfer Center. 


enatti threatened to publicize the accusa¬ 
tions against the sports apparel company 
and hold news conferences that would lead 
to more TV appearances for Avenatti. 

The clincher for jurors, who apparently 
didn’t buy his justice-seeking defense, 
was likely the recordings of Avenatti 
hurling demands and threats at Nike 
representatives. 

Without his usual charm, Avenatti in one 
instance said: “I want to be really f—ing 
clear. I’m not f—ing around and not play¬ 
ing games. It’s worth more in exposure to 
me. A few million dollars doesn’t move the 
needle for me. If that’s what we’re look¬ 
ing at, then we’re done. I’ll go ahead with 
a press conference. I’ll call the New York 
Times, who are awaiting my call. I’ll go 
ahead and take $10 billion off your market 
cap.” 

It turns out that Avenatti was having fi¬ 
nancial troubles, according to testimony 
by his former office manager Judy Reg- 
nier, and saw the shakedown scheme as a 
way to “clear the debt,” she said. 

Being a con seems to be an addiction 
where the next con has to be bigger than 
the last. The thing about grifting is, once 
you start, it’s hard to stop. 

Sadly, for cable TV producers, what 
would have been Avenatti’s biggest con 
— a campaign for the presidency, which 
he briefly threatened to pursue — failed to 
materialize. 

But perhaps that will give him some¬ 
thing to plan while he is in jail and off the 
streets. Cable loves a comeback story. 


Avenatti’s downfall couldn’t happen to a nicer guy 
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Pro football 


XFL 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet PF PA 

DC 2 0 1.000 58 19 

St. Louis 1 1 .500 39 37 

New York 1 1 .500 23 30 

Tampa Bay 0 2 .000 12 40 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet PF PA 

Houston 2 0 1.000 65 41 

Dallas 1 1 .500 34 33 

Seattle 1 1 .500 36 40 

Los Angeles 0 2 .000 35 62 

Sunday, Feb. 16 
Dallas 25, Los Angeles 18 
Houston 28, St. Louis 24 

Saturday’s games 
Houston at Tampa Bay 
Dallas at Seattle 

Sunday’s games 
New York at St. Louis 
DC at Los Angeles 

Saturday, Feb. 29 
Los Angeles at New York 
Seattle at St. Louis 

Sunday, March 1 
Houston at Dallas 
DC at Tampa Bay 

Saturday, March 7 
Seattle at Houston 
New York at Dallas 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Bluefield St. at W. Virginia St., ppd. 
West Virginia 15, Canisius 8 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. at UAB, ppd. 

Appalachian St. 6, N.C. A&T 2, 9th in¬ 
ning, SUSP. 

Arkansas St. at Mississippi, ppd. 
Barton 8, UNC Pembroke 7 
Belmont 4, S. Illinois 3 
Charleston Southern at Coll, of 
Charleston, ppd. 

Coastal Carolina at UNC Wilmington, ppd. 
Duke 5, William & Mary 0 
FAU 6, Florida Gulf Coast 4 
FlU 6, Bethune-Cookman 1 
Florida 13, Jacksonville 3 
Florida St. 7, South Florida 3 
George Washington 3, Georgetown 2 
Georgia St. at Gardner-Webb, ppd. 
Georgia Tech 4, Georgia Southern 3 
High Point 10, NC Central 7 
James Madison 12, Richmond 4 
Kentucky 9, SE Missouri 4 
Kentucky St. at E. Kentucky, ppd. 
Louisiana-Lafayette 9, SE Louisiana 6 
Louisiana-Monroe at Northwestern 
St., ppd. 

Louisiana Tech 7, McNeese 4 

LSU 8, Southern U. 3 

Mercer 7, Florida A&M 5 

N.C. State 6, Longwood 1 

North Alabama at Alabama A&M, ppd. 

North Carolina 7, Elon 1 

Oakland at Auburn, ppd. 

Radford at Liberty, ppd. 

Samford at Mississippi St., ccd. 

S.C. Upstate 13, Furman 2 
Southern Miss 6, New Orleans 5 
Stetson 6, UCF 5 
Tennessee 8, Charlotte 2 
Tennessee Tech at Lipscomb, ppd. 

The Citadel at Clemson, ppd. 

Troy at Alabama, ppd 
Vanderbilt 3, South Alabama 0 
veu 10, Norfolk St. 1 
VMI at Virginia, ppd. 

Virginia Tech 10, ETSU 3 
Wake Forest 6, UNC Greensboro 2,6 in¬ 
nings, SUSP. 

Winthrop at South Carolina, ccd. 

SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 10, Ark.-Pine Bluff 0 
Dallas Baptist 4, UT Arlington 0 
Grambling St. at Little Rock, ppd. 
Memphis at Cent. Arkansas, ppd. 
Oklahoma 14, Texas Southern 1 
Rice vs. Sam Houston St., ppd. 

TCU 14, Abilene Christian 4 
Texas 6, UTSA 2 

Texas A&M 13, Stephen F. Austin 4 
Texas Lutheran vs. E. Texas Baptist, ppd. 

FAR WEST 

Grand Canyon 4, Oregon 3,12 innings 
San Francisco 6, UC Davis 0 
Santa Clara 3, Stanford 2 


AP sportlight 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

-- ._jnus 97, E 

Albright 81, ALVR 75 
Baruch 76, Staten Island 63 
Bloomfield 90, Dominican (NY) 72 
Brooklyn 108, Medgar Evers 77 
Bryant 61, Merrimack 52 
Buffalo 72, Ball St. 59 
CeSU 76, Fairleigh Dickinson 75 
Cazenovia 78, Cobleskill 56 
Cortland 78, New Paltz 71 
Eastern 80, DeSales 71 
Goldey-Beacom 110, Chestnut Hill 101 
Holy Family 89, Sciences (Pa.) 84 
Hood 93, Stevenson 73 
Husson 75, Maine Maritime 49 
Illinois 62, Penn St. 56 
Jefferson 73, Georgian Court 59 
John Jay 89, Hunter 81 
Lasell 80, Johnson & Wales (Rl) 75 
Lehman 73, City Colllege (NY) 56 
Manhattanville 77, SUNY Maritime 55 
Maryland 76, Northwestern 67 
Merchant Marine 75, Purchase 65 
Messiah 84, Lebanon Valley 78 
Misericordia89, Kings (Pa.) 73 
MorrisvilleSt. 87, KC 71 
Mount St. Mary 82, Sarah Lawrence 
72, OT 

Mount St. Vincemt 88, St. Joseph’s 
(NY) 82 

No. Vermont 77, Lyndon St. 71 
Oswego St. 81, Oneonta 76 
Penn College 92, Gallaudet 60 
Penn St.-Abmgton 65, Lancaster Bible 44 
Penn St.-Harrisburg 111, Penn St.- 
Berks 67 

Post (Conn.) 68, Felician 62 
Regis 68, Colby Sawyer 66 
Saint Joseph’s 73, Davidson 72 
St. Francis (NY) 87, LIU 77 
St. Francis (Pa.) 86, Robert Morris 71 
St. Joseph (Conn.) 96, Anna Maria 81 
St. Joseph’s (LI) 73, Farmingdale St. 67 
St. Joseph’s (Maine) 90, Suffolk 78 
Stevens Tech 72, FDU-Florham 70 
UMass 67, Saint Louis 63 
Utica 94, Houghton 66 
Wagner 67, Mount St. Mary’s 61 
West Virginia 65, Oklahoma St. 47 
Widener 84, Arcadia 82 
Wilkes 83, Delaware Valley 68 
Yeshiva 87, OldWestbury 63 
SOUTH 

Averett 70, Methodist 62 
Berea 66, Covenant 60 
Dayton 66, VCU 61 
Florida 73, Arkansas 59 
Florida St. 82, Pittsburgh 67 
Kentucky 79, LSU 76 
NC Wesleyan 76, Greensboro 70 
Piedmont 78, Maryville (Tenn.) 53 
Tennessee 65, Vanderbilt 61 
MIDWEST 

Akron 71, W. Michigan 67 
Aurora 81, Edgewood 77 
Benedictine (III.) 83, Wis. Lutheran 55 
Cent. Missouri 69, Lincoln (Mo.) 62 


UeilL. IVII^bUUII 03, LIIICUIII VIVIU., 

Concordia (III.) 84, Marian 68 
Cornell (Iowa) 76, Monmouth (III.) 72, OT 
Creighton 73, Marquette 65 
Dominican 68, Milwaukee Engineering 63 
E. Michigan 70, Kent St. 49 
GLCC 107, Finlandia 75 
Grinnell 107, Beloit 94 
Illinois College 95, Knox 69 
Illinois Tech 70, Concordia (Wis.) 64 
Kentucky Wesleyan 74, Oakland City 62 
Lakeland 102, Rockford 89 
Maranatha Baptist 79, Lincoln Chris¬ 
tian 77 

Missouri 71, Mississippi 68 
Nyack 74, Concordia (Neb.) 61 
Ohio 77, Cent. Michigan 69 
Principia 80, MacMurray 77 
Ripon 88, Lake Forest 71 
Wisconsin 69, Purdue 65 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 65, Oklahoma 54 
FAR WEST 

Nevada 88, New Mexico 74 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 93, Texas- 
Permian Basin 80 

UNLV80, Colorado St. 56 
Whitworth 87, Whitman 82 


Pro baseball 


Feb. 20 

1951 — In the wake of the college 
point-shaving scandal. Long Island Uni¬ 
versity drops basketball and all other 
intercollegiate sports. LIU revives bas¬ 
ketball in 1957. 

1971 — En route to a record 76-goal 
season, Boston’s Phil Esposito becomes 
the first player to score his 50th goal in 
February, but the Bruins lose to the Los 
Angeles Kings 5-4. 


Spring Training scheduie 

Friday’s games 

UConn vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 

Southeastern U. vs. Detroit at Lake¬ 
land, Fla. 

Texas vs. Kansas City at Surprise, Ariz. 

U. of Minnesota vs. Minnesota at Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

Saturday’s games 

Tampa Bay vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 

Toronto vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

N.Y. Mets (ss) vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 

Baltimore vs. Atlanta at North Port, Fla. 

Minnesota vs. Pittsburgh at Braden¬ 
ton, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 

Miami vs. N.Y. Mets (ss) at Port St. Lu¬ 
cie, Fla. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. San Francisco at 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Milwaukee vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels (ss) vs. Chicago White Sox 
at Glendale, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, 
Ariz. 

Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 

Kansas City vs. L.A. Angels (ss) at 
Tempe, Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Washington vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Sunday’s games 

Houston vs. Washington (ss) at West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Washington (ss) vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Tampa Bay at Port 
Charlotte, Fla. 


AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 2 Gonzaga vs. San Francisco 
No. 14 Oregon at Arizona State 
No. 18 Colorado vs. Southern Cal 
No. 20 Iowa vs. No. 25 Ohio State 
No. 23 BYU vs. Santa Clara 
No. 24 Arizona vs. Oregon State 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Baylor vs. No. 3 Kansas 
No. 2 Gonzaga at No. 23 BYU 
No. 4 San Diego State vs. UNLV 
No. 5 Dayton vs. Duquesne 
No. 6 Duke vs. Virginia Tech 
No. 8 Florida State at N.C. State 
No. 10 Kentucky vs. Florida, 6 p.m. 

No. 11 Louisville vs. North Carolina 
No. 12 Villanova at Xavier 
No. 13 Auburn vs. Tennessee 
No. 14 Oregon at No. 24 Arizona 
No. 17 West Virginia at TCU 
No. 18 Colorado vs. UCLA 
No. 19 Marquette at Providence 
No. 22 Houston at Memphis 
Sunday’s games 

No. 7 Maryland at No. 25 Ohio State 
No. 9 Penn State at Indiana 
No. 15 Creighton vs. No. 21 Butler 
No. 16 Seton Hall vs. St. John’s 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

St. Peter’s 66, Fairfield 63, OT 

SOUTH 

Campbell 61, Winthrop 58 
Charleston Southern 56, UNC-Asheville 54 
Hampton 86, SC-Upstate 73 
Presbyterian 64, Gardner-Webb 49 
Radford 88, Longwood 76 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 77, Texas Tech 62 
Cincinnati 74, Houston 65 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 1 South Carolina vs. LSU 
No. 5 Louisville at Georgia Tech 
No. 9 Mississippi State at Auburn 
No. 10 N.C. State at Miami 
No. 13 Gonzaga at Loyola Marymount 
No. 14 Kentucky at Mississippi 
No. 16 Texas A&M at Georgia 
No. 17 Florida State vs. Wake Forest 
No. 20 South Dakota vs. North Dakota 
State 

No. 22 Arkansas vs. Tennessee 
Friday’s games 
No. 3 Oregon at California 
No. 4 Stanford vs. No. 15 Oregon State 
No. 8 UCLA at Washington State 
No. 11 Arizona at Utah 
No. 12 DePaul at Georgetown 
No. 21 Arizona State at Colorado 
No. 23 Missouri State vs. Evansville 
No. 25 Princeton vs. Harvard 
Saturday’s games 
No. 2 Baylor vs. Oklahoma 
No. 6 UConn vs. UCF 
No. 13 Gonzaga at Pepperdine 
No. 18 Northwestern at Wisconsin 
No. 19 Iowa vs. Penn State 
No. 20 South Dakota at South Dakota 
State 

No. 24 Indiana at Minnesota 
No. 25 Princeton vs. Dartmouth 

Sunday’s games 

No. 1 South Carolina at No. 14 Kentucky 

No. 5 Louisville at Pittsburgh 

No. 8 UCLA at Washington 

No. 9 Mississippi State vs. Alabama 

No. 11 Arizona at Colorado 

No. 12 DePaul at Villanova 

No. 15 Oregon State at California 

No. 16 Texas A&M vs. Auburn 

No. 17 Florida State at Georgia Tech 

No. 21 Arizona State at Utah 

No. 22 Arkansas at Florida 

No. 23 Missouri State vs. Indiana State 


Detroit (ss) vs. Atlanta at North Port, Fla. 

Detroit (ss) vs. Pittsburgh at Braden- 

Toronto vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, Fla. 

Boston vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lu¬ 
cie, Fla. 

Chicago Cubs vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

San Francisco vs. Oakland (ss) at 
Mesa, Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Cincinnati at 
Goodyear, Ariz. 

Cleveland vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 
Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

Colorado vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe, Ariz. 

Texas vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Oakland (ss) vs. Arizona at Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

MLB calendar 

Feb. 21 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 26 — Opening day, active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 26 players. 

April 18-19 — San Diego vs. Arizona at 
Mexico City. 

April 28-30 - New York Mets vs. Miami 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 3-4 — Owners meeting. New 
York. 

June 10-12 — Amateur draft, Omaha, 
Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 10 — Deadline for drafted players 
to sign, except for players who have ex¬ 
hausted college eligibility. 


Rio Open 

At Jockey Club Brasileiro 
Rio de Janeiro 
Purse: $1,759,905 
Surface: Red clay 
Men’s Singles 

Round of 32 

Attila Balazs, Hungary, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas, Uruguay, 6-4, 6-3. 

Borna Coric (5), Croatia, def. Juan Ig¬ 
nacio Londero, Argentina, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Salvatore 
Caruso, Italy, 7-5, 6-4. 

Dusan Lajovic (2), Serbia, def. Marco 
Cecchinato, Italy, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 6-1. 

Gianluca Mager, Italy, def. Casper 
Ruud (8), Norway, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 

Joao Domingues, Portugal, def. Fed¬ 
erico Gaio, Italy, 7-6 (8), 6-4. 

Dominic Thiem (1), Austria, def. Felipe 
Meligeni Rodrigues Alves, Brazil, 6-2, 4-6, 
6-1. 

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Leonardo 
Mayer, Argentina, 6-1, 5-7, 6-4. 

Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, def. Guido 
Pella (4), Argentina, 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Dubai Championships 

Wednesday 

At Aviation Club Tennis Centre 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $2,643,670 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
Women’s Singles 

Round of 16 

Karolina Pliskova (2), Czech Republic, 
def. Kristina Mladenovic, France, 6-1,6-2. 

Jennifer Brady, United States, def. 
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 
4-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Garbine Muguruza (9), Spain, def. Ve¬ 
ronika Kudermetova, Russia, 7-5, 4-6,6-4. 

Petra Martic (8), Croatia, def. Barbara 
Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-3. 

Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-3. 

Aryna Sabalenka (7), Belarus, def. 
Elise Mertens, Belgium, 6-4, 6-3. 

Open 13 

Wednesday 
At Palais des Sports 
Marseille, France 
Purse: Euro691,880 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singles 

Round of 32 

Egor Gerasimov, Belarus, def. Dennis 
Novak, Austria, 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (4), 
6-4. 

Felix Auger-Aliassime (7), Canada, 
def. Stefano Travaglia, Italy, 6-7 (3), 7-6 
(6), 6-3. 

Round of 16 

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Hubert 
Hurkaez (8), Poland, 6-3, 6-4. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Assigned 
RHP Mitchell White outright to Oklaho¬ 
ma City (PCD. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Agreed to terms 
with 2B Gordon Beckham and OF Juan 
Lagares on minor league contracts. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred F 
Charlie Brown Jr. to College Park (NBA- 
GL). 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS - Waived F De- 
Marre Carroll. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Re-signed OL 
D.J. Humphries to a three-year contract. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed P Ryan 
Allen and PK Younghoe Koo to one-year 
contract extensions. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Named Jason 
Tarver linebackers coach. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Named Ike 
Hilliard wide receivers coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Traded D Joey 
Keane to Carolina for F Julien Gauthier. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Traded D Bren- 
den Dillon to Washington for a 2020 sec¬ 
ond-round draft pick and a conditional 
2021 third-round draft pick. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Signed F Phillip 
Goodrum to a short-term agreement. 
Promoted academy goalkeeper coach 
Liam Curran to first team goalkeeper 

CINCINNATI — Announced the resig¬ 
nation of coach Ron Jans. Named Yoann 
Damet interim coach. 

DALLAS — Signed D Nkosi Burgess. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Re-signed D 
Alex Roldan. 

TENNIS 

World TeamTennis 

WTT — Announced it is adding an 
expansion franchise to Chicago, to be 
called the Chicago Smash. 

COLLEGE 

KANSAS - Named Jonathan Wallace 
special teams and running backs coach. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - Named Vic 
So’oto defensive line coach. 

TENNESSEE - Named Steve Caldwell 
assistant director of life skills and char¬ 
acter development. 


QB Brees 
says he’s 
returning 

By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Quarter¬ 
back Drew Brees’ record-setting 
NFL career is on track for a 20th 
season — and a 15th with the New 
Orleans Saints. 

The 41-year-old Brees an¬ 
nounced his intention to return for 
what would 
be his 20th 
NFL season 
in a social 
media post 
on Tuesday. 

“My feel¬ 
ings about 
the 2020 
season! I 
look forward 
to the grind 
and the jour¬ 
ney, for the 
reward at the end will be worth 
it,” Brees wrote in his announce¬ 
ment. “Love you #WhoDatNation. 
Let’s make another run at it!” 

Brees missed five games with 
a throwing hand injury that re¬ 
quired surgery but was still pro¬ 
ductive last season while leading 
New Orleans to a third straight 
playoff appearance. Brees’ 74.3% 
completion rate ranked second in 
NFL history behind only his 2018 
record of 74.4%. 

He also passed for 27 touch¬ 
downs while throwing just four 
interceptions and was selected 
to a fourth straight Pro Bowl, the 
13th of his career. 

His decision to return will set 
in motion negotiations on a new 
contract. His last contract voids 
automatically at the end of the 
current league year, March 18. 

A person familiar with the 
situation says new contract ne¬ 
gotiations have yet to begin and 
there is no immediate timetable 
for reaching a deal. The person 
spoke to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity because 
neither Brees nor the Saints have 
publicly discussed the matter. 

Saints coach Sean Payton and 
general manager Mickey Loomis 
both have stated an interest in 
bringing Brees back if the quar¬ 
terback, who turned 41 on Jan. 
15, still wanted to play. 

If recent history is a guide, 
negotiations should not be prob¬ 
lematic. Twice since 2016, Brees 
has accepted two-year deals that, 
while still generous, were geared 
more toward providing the Saints 
a measure of salary cap flexibil¬ 
ity than pushing the limits of the 
NFL QB market. Last season, 
Brees’ contract was worth nearly 
$23 million. 

Brees is the NFL’s all-time 
leader in completions with 6,867, 
yards passing with 77,416, and 
touchdowns with 547. His career 
touchdowns mark is most vulner¬ 
able, just six ahead of 20-year Pa¬ 
triots veteran Tom Brady. 
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Crosby lifts Pens 
into 1st in Metro 

Veteran has goal, 3 assists in defeat of Leafs 


By Dan Scifo 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Sidney Cros¬ 
by had a goal and three assists 
to help the Pittsburgh Penguins 
beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 5-2 
on Tuesday night. 

“I think this is his favorite time 
of year,” Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “He tends to play 
his best when the stakes get high. 
He has the ability to change the 
outcomes of games with his in¬ 
fluence and I think tonight was a 
great example.” 

Bryan Rust had a goal and two 
assists, and Jason Zucker, Teddy 
Blueger and Anthony Angello 
also scored as Pittsburgh moved 
past Washington into first place 
in the Metropolitan Division. 
Tristan Jarry stopped 34 shots 
while picking up his 13th win in 
his last 17 games. 

“Everyone’s contributing and 
our work ethic and urgency has 
been there every night,” Crosby 
said. “We give ourselves a chance 
when we have that.” 

Angello, who got his first NHL 
goal, was a last-minute addition 
to the lineup in place of Evgeni 
Malkin — a late scratch against 
the Maple Leafs because of an 
illness. Malkin, who leads the 
Penguins with 58 points, initially 
skated on Tuesday, and was listed 
to play in a nonofficial lineup, but 


he left pregame warmups early. 

Crosby had his 34th career 
game with at least four points, 
most among active players. He 
has seven goals and 16 assists in 
13 games since returning from 
missing 28 games because of core 
muscle surgery on Jan. 14. He is 
currently on a five-game point 
streak with three goals and eight 
assists in that span. 

“I just think it’s an indication 
of where his game’s at,” Sullivan 
said. “I think he’s getting better 
with every game he’s playing. 
He’s been really good since he’s 
come back from the break in my 
mind.” 

Auston Matthews scored his 
43rd goal for Toronto and Kyle 
Clifford scored his seventh of the 
season and first since he was ac¬ 
quired in a trade with the Los An¬ 
geles Kings. The Maple Leafs lost 
for the third time in four games, 
and have just three wins in their 
last nine. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 19 
shots for Toronto, and has allowed 
13 goals in his last three starts. 

“Our urgency just doesn’t seem 
to be there consistently,” Maple 
Leafs captain John Tavares said. 
“I don’t know what else we need 
in front of us to motivate us. We’re 
obviously at a crucial point in our 
season. We’ve got to determine 
what we want to do.” 

Pittsburgh scored three power- 


Roundup 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Penguins’ Sidney Crosby, left, puts a shot behind Toronto Maple Leafs goaltender Frederik 
Andersen in the Penguins’ 5-2 win Tuesday in Pittsbuig;h. 


play goals in a game for the second 
time this season. The Penguins 
have had power-play goals in five 
straight games and have totaled 
nine goals with the man advan¬ 
tage in the last eight games. 

Pittsburgh was fifth in the 
Metropolitan Division on Dec. 4, 
trailing the Capitals by 13 points. 
Since then, the Penguins have 23 
wins in their last 31 games. 

Pittsburgh has won its last 
three games by a 14-4 margin 
and has has won four of five and 
12 of its last 16 games. The Pen¬ 
guins, who won their NHL-best 


22nd game at home, have points 
in seven straight home games. 

Rust opened the scoring with 
a power-play goal at 11:41 of the 
first period for his 23rd. Letang 
had an assist on the goal, extend¬ 
ing a six-game point streak. 

Angello extended Pittsburgh’s 
lead to 2-0 at 17:03 of the first pe¬ 
riod with his first NHL goal. An¬ 
gello, from the top of the crease, 
deflected Sam Lafferty’s point 
shot behind Andersen. 

“Just keeping it simple, play¬ 
ing to my strength, using my size, 
shooting pucks,” Angello said. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

60 37 11 12 86 199 146 

60 40 15 5 85 215 159 

61 31 22 8 70 213 204 

- - - - 68 206 201 

62 175 190 
62 187 192 
53 163 204 
34 127 232 


62 27 27 8 

60 21 28 11 
62 15 


Metropoiitan Division 


Pittsburgh 58" 37 15 

Washington 59 37 17 

Philadelphia 60 33 20 

N.Y. Islanders 58 33 19 

Carolina 59 34 21 

Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers 


80 196 154 
79 208 180 
73 198 178 
72 167 159 
72 193 164 
19 12 72 156 155 

■ 64 189 181 


New Jersey 59 22 27 10 54 162 207 

Western Conference 


Blues shut out Devils, stop slump at 5 games 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Ivan Barbashev scored twice 
and the St. Louis Blues snapped a season- 
worst five-game losing streak with a 3-0 de¬ 
feat of the New Jersey Devils on Monday. 

Jaden Schwartz also scored and Jordan 
Binnington made 17 saves for his seventh 
career shutout and second this season as the 
defending Stanley Cup champions and West¬ 
ern Conference leaders won for the first time 
since Feb. 4. 

Louis Domingue made 36 saves for the 
Devils, who were shut out for the seventh time 
this season. 

Flyers 5, Blue Jackets 1: Travis Konecny 
had a goal and two assists, and host Philadel¬ 
phia beat Columbus. 

Kevin Hayes, Sean Couturier, Philippe 
Myers and Jakub Voracek also scored for the 
Flyers (33-20-7, 73 points), who moved a point 
ahead of Columbus (30-19-12, 72 points) and 
into third place in the Metropolitan Division 
with the win. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand scored for the Blue Jack¬ 
ets, who lost their sixth straight. Philadelphia 
won despite setting a season low with 15 shots 
on goal. 

Hurricanes 4, Predators 1: Andrei Svech- 
nikov and Nino Niederreiter each scored in 
the second period, and Jordan Staal and Se¬ 
bastian Aho also scored to lead Carolina. 



Billy Hurst/AP 


Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington had 
17 saves in a 3-0 defeat of the New Jersey 
Devils on Tuesday in St. Louis. 

Justin Williams had two assists as the Hur¬ 
ricanes won their fourth straight in Nashville. 
Goalie Petr Mrazek made 28 saves and im¬ 
proved to 9-1-0 against the Predators. 

Ryan Johansen scored a goal for Nashville, 
which snapped a three-game winning streak. 
The Predators haven’t won four straight since 
October. 


Jets 6, Kings 3: Blake Wheeler had two 
goals and an assist in his 700th game with 
the franchise and host Winnipeg beat Los 
Angeles. 

Nikol^ Ehlers had a goal and two assists 
and Patrik Laine scored a goal into an empty 
net and added one assist. Jansen Harkins and 
Mason Appleton also scored, and Connor Hel- 
lebuyck stopped 31 shots. 

Dustin Brown scored twice and Martin Frk 
also had a goal for the Kings, who were com¬ 
ing off two straight wins.. 

Red Wings 4, Canadiens 3: Andreas 
Athanasiou scored his second goal with 5:15 
remaining in regulation to cap host Detroit’s 
three-goal third period. 

The Red Wings swept the season series 
against Montreal earning four of their NHL- 
low 15 victories against the Canadiens. De¬ 
troit goaltender Jonathan Bernier did not give 
up a goal in the third period and finished with 
19 saves. 

Senators 7, Sabres 4: Artem Anisimov 
and Jean-Gabriel Pageau had two goals each 
to lead host Ottawa. 

Vladislav Namestnikov, Drake Batherson 
and Anthony Duclair also scored for the Sen¬ 
ators on a night theys retired Chris Phillips’ 
jersey in a pregame ceremony. Craig Ander¬ 
son stopped 23 shots to pick up his 200th win 
with the franchise. 


St. Louis 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

60 33 17 10 76 190 172 

59 34 19 6 74 161 151 


7 73 206 164 

5 67 185 184 

7 65 190 191 

7 61 176 187 

__ __ __ 8 60 176 188 

Pacific Division 


58 33 18 

61 31 25 

59 29 23 

58 27 24 


Edmonton 59 32 21 6 70 190 183 

Vegas 61 31 22 8 70 192 185 

Vancouver 59 32 22 5 69 191 180 

Calgary 61 31 24 6 68 180 190 

Arizona 62 30 24 8 68 172 167 

San Jose 59 26 29 4 56 155 194 

Anaheim 59 24 28 7 55 155 186 

Los Angeles 60 21 34 5 47 148 193 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday's games 
Philadelphia 5, Columbus 1 
Pittsburgh 5, Toronto 2 
Detroit 4, Montreal 3 
Winnipeg 6, Los Angeles 3 
Ottawa 7, Buffalo 4 
Carolina 4, Nashville 1 
St. Louis 3, New Jersey 0 

Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at Chicago 
Arizona at Dallas 
Boston at Edmonton 
Florida at Anaheim 
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado 
Minnesota at Vancouver 

Thursday’s games 
Montreal at Washington 
Philadelphia at Columbus 
Pittsburgh at Toronto 
San Jose at New Jersey 
Winnipeg at Ottawa 
Arizona at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Vegas 
Florida at Los Angeles 

Friday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders 
Nashville at Chicago 
St. Louis at Dallas 
Boston at Calgary 
Minnesota at Edmonton 
Colorado at Anaheim 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Dosunmu's return 
sparks Illinois past 
No. 9 Penn State 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Oklahoma guard Jamal Bieniemy, left, and Baylor guard Davion Mitchell reach for the ball during the No. 
1 Bears’ 65-54 win Tuesday in Norman, Okla. 

Roundup 

No. 1 Baylor downs Oklahoma 


Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla. — Jared 
Butler scored 22 points and top- 
ranked Baylor beat Oklahoma 65- 
54 Tuesday for its Big 12-record 
23rd consecutive win. 

The Bears broke a tie with Kan¬ 
sas, which won 22 straight during 
the 1996-97 season. 

Mark Vital had 10 points and 
Freddie Gillespie grabbed 10 re¬ 
bounds for Baylor (24-1, 13-0 Big 
12). Bears guard MaCio Teague, 
the team’s leading scorer in Big 
12 play, sat out for the second 
straight game with a wrist injury. 

Kristian Doolittle had 18 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Soon- 
ers (16-10, 6-7), who hosted a No. 
1 team for the first time in 23 
years. 

No. 5 Dayton 66, VCU 61: 

Jalen Crutcher scored 18 points 
and the Flyers won their 15th in a 
row, holding held off a late chal¬ 
lenge from the host Rams. 

Obi Toppin added 12 points 
and Trey Landers 11 for Dayton 
(24-2,13-0 Atlantic 10), the high¬ 
est-ranked team ever to play on 
VCU’s home floor. 


The Rams (17-9, 7-6) closed 
to within one possession several 
times in the last seven minutes, 
the last on Vince Williams’ put- 
back with 27 seconds left, but 
Dwayne Cohill made a pair of 
free throws with 22.4 seconds left 
and the Flyers held on. 

No. 7 Maryland 76, North¬ 
western 67: Jalen Smith had 22 
points and a career-high 19 re¬ 
bounds for his ninth consecutive 
double-double, and the host Ter¬ 
rapins extended their winning 
streak to nine games. 

Smith achieved his 17th double¬ 
double of the season by halftime. 
In two games against Northwest¬ 
ern this season, the 6-foot-lO 
sophomore has 47 points and 30 
rebounds. 

Anthony Cowan Jr. scored 19 
for Maryland (22-4,12-3 Big Ten), 
which never trailed in improving 
its record at home to 15-0. 

No. 8 Florida State 82, Pitts¬ 
burgh 67: Patrick Williams 
scored 16 points, Anthony Polite 
had 10 points and six rebounds 
and the host Seminoles pulled 
away in the second half 

Williams, a freshman forward. 


scored in double figures for the 
10th time this season as FSU (22- 
4, 12-3 ACC) improved to 14-0 at 
home. 

No. 10 Kentucky 79, LSU 76: 

Immanuel Quickley scored 21 
points and the Wildcats made a 
timely string of three-pointers to 
win on the road. 

Nick Richards scored 13 points 
and blocked six shots for Ken¬ 
tucky (21-5,11-2 SEC), which has 
won five straight and nine of 10. 

No. 15 Creighton 73, No. 19 
Marquette 65: Ty-Shon Alexan¬ 
der scored 22 points and Marcus 
Zegarowski added 17, leading the 
visiting Bluejays to the win. 

Creighton (21-6,10-4 Big East) 
won for the eighth time in nine 
games, including road victories 
over three ranked teams. 

No. 17 West Virginia 65, 
Oklahoma 5tate 47: Miles Mc¬ 
Bride had 11 points in his first 
start, Sean McNeil also scored 11 
and the host Mountaineers took 
over early in the second half to 
give coach Bob Huggins his 879th 
career victory to tie North Caroli¬ 
na’s Dean Smith for sixth all-time 
among Division I coaches. 


Associated Press 

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Ayo 
Dosunmu felt well enough during 
warmups to return to the line¬ 
up. That was enough for Illinois 
against No. 9 Penn State. 

Dosunmu, the Fighting mini’s 
leading scorer who missed the 
previous game with a knee in¬ 
jury, scored 24 points, and Illi¬ 
nois snapped a four-game losing 
streak with a 62-56 victory over 
the Nittany Lions on Tuesday 
night. 

“He knows we struggled with¬ 
out him,” Illinois coach Brad 
Underwood said. “He did what 
really, really good players do — 
he elevated his game.” 

Kofi Cockburn added 14 points 
for the Fighting Illini (17-9, 9-6 
Big Ten), who led most of the way 
and ended Penn State’s eight- 
game winning streak. 

The win also snapped Illinois’ 
six-game losing streak against 
the Nittany Lions. 

Lamar Stevens scored 13 points 
for Penn State (20-6,10-5), which 
entered with its highest ranking 
in the AP Top 25 since it was No. 
9 at the same point of the 1996 
season. 

Izaiah Brockington added 10 
points for the Nittany Lions, who 
trailed 30-26 at halftime and by 
as many as nine points with 5:35 
to play. 

Penn State got a pair of free 
throws from Seth Lundy that cut 
its deficit to 58-56 with a minute 
left, but Dosunmu iced it with a 
layup 30 seconds later. 

The Nittany Lions made just 
21 of 58 shots, well below their 
45% average. Penn State shooters 
made just 4 of 19 three-pointers. 

“We haven’t shot this poorly the 
way we’ve been playing,” Nittany 
Lions coach Patrick Chambers 
said. “Obviously, that was shock¬ 
ing to me.” 

It was back-and-forth early 
as teams swapped the lead five 
times in the first half The Illini 
controlled play for 9:06 and Grif- 



Gary M. Baranec/AP 


Illinois’ Ayo Dosunmu’s led his 
team with 24 points in a 62-56 
defeat of No. 9 Penn 5tate on 
Tuesday in 5tate College, Pa. 

fin gave them their biggest lead of 
the half when he hit a three-point¬ 
er, drew a foul and hit the ensuing 
free throw to put his team up 21- 
16 with 8:54 before halftime. 

Penn State used an 8-1 run, 
capped by a steal and dunk by 
Lundy, to retake the lead 4:22 
later. But Illinois got eight straight 
points from Dosunmu before a 
put-back by Giorgi Bezhanishvili 
to go up 30-26 at the break. 

“This is definitely a reality 
check,” Penn State guard Myles 
Dread said. “We’ve been on cloud 
nine for eight games. As good as 
it feels to win, it feels much worse 
to lose.” 

The Illini hooted, shrieked and 
hollered as they filed off the court 
and into the Bryce Jordan Cen¬ 
ter’s visiting locker room. 

The celebration continued 
when Underwood and the rest 
of the coaches entered. They 
praised their team’s resilience 
and highlighted Da’Monte Wil¬ 
liams’ defensive efforts against 
Stevens, who was 3-for-ll from 
the floor. 
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OLYMPICS/MLB _ 

WHO: Too early 
to say virus will 
imperil Olympics 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — Despite a virus 
outbreak spreading from China, 
a top World Health Organization 
official said Tuesday it’s much 
too soon to say whether the Tokyo 
Olympics are at risk of being can¬ 
celled or moved. 

Tokyo organizers and the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Committee 
have repeatedly said they have no 
contingency plans for the July 24- 
Aug. 9 Summer Games since the 
WHO declared a global health 
emergency last month. 

The U.N. agency’s emergencies 
program director, Michael Ryan, 
said Tuesday the sporting event 
was “way too far” away to consid¬ 
er giving advice that would affect 
Tokyo’s hosting of the Olympics. 

“We are not there to make a de¬ 
cision for that,” Ryan said. 

A respected Japanese virolo¬ 
gist on Wednesday said if the 
Tokyo Olympics were tomorrow, 
the games probably couldn’t be 
held because of the fast-spread¬ 
ing virus from Wuhan, China. 

“We need to find the best way 
to have a safe Olympics,” Dr. Hi- 
toshi Oshitani said, speaking in 
Tokyo at the Foreign Correspon¬ 
dents Club of Japan. “Right now 
we don’t have an effective strat¬ 
egy, and I think it may be difficult 
to have the Olympics (now). But 
by the end of July, we may be in a 
different situation.” 

The Tokyo Olympic organizing 
committee and the International 
Olympic Committee have repeat¬ 
edly said over the last few weeks 
that they are following the advice 
of the World Health Organization 
and that the games will go on. 

The Geneva-based WHO has 
been in regular contact with the 
IOC in nearby Lausanne since 
the virus known as COVID-19 
emerged in December. 

“We don’t give them judg¬ 
ments,” Ryan said. “We assist 
them with their risk assessment. 
We will be working closely with 
them.” 

With every passing day, the im¬ 
pact of the virus seems to spread, 
and so does the fallout: Olympic 
qualifying events are canceled or 
postponed, travel gets difficult, 
and athletes and families are left 
wondering. Not to mention spon¬ 
sors and broadcasting networks 
that have invested billions of dol¬ 
lars in the Olympics. 

Oshitani, a former adviser with 
the WHO who worked on the 
SARS outbreak almost 20 years 
ago, said he was hopeful but 
showed some uncertainty. 

“I’m not sure (of) the situation 
in Japan at the end of July,” he 
said, answering in English. “But 
probably we will not have large 
outbreaks in Japan in July.” 


By the numbers 


2,004 

Deaths reported so far in 
China attributed to the 
COVID-19 virus. 

74,185 

Reported cases of the 
COVID-19 virus on the 
Chinese mainland, mostly 
in the province of Hubei. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

Oshitani said he was most con¬ 
cerned about a “Wuhan-type” of 
outbreak taking place in Africa 
or other parts of Asia and hav¬ 
ing cases imported into Japan. 
He said if that happened “it may 
get difficult to have” the Olym¬ 
pics. But he also suggested Japan 
might be able to handle it. 

“So what we have to do now is 
try to prevent such a thing from 
happening,” he added, saying the 
Japanese government should sup¬ 
port countries so they don’t have 
“that kind of situation.” 

The outbreak has infected 
more than 75,000 people globally. 
China has reported 2,004 deaths 
among 74,185 cases on the main¬ 
land, mostly in the province of 
Hubei. Only one death in Japan 
has been attributed to the virus. 

Earlier in the week, Shigeru 
Omi, a former regional director 
of the WHO and an infectious dis¬ 
ease expert from Japan, also said 
he could not be sure about the 
Olympics. 

“Whether the outbreak will last 
until the Olympic date or not de¬ 
pends upon the virus and the soci¬ 
etal effort and joint international 
community,” he said at a news 
conference. “Nobody can predict 
whether we can contain the virus 
or put an end to this outbreak be¬ 
fore the Olympics start.” 

In the spotlight are 19 test 
events that Japan is to hold be¬ 
ginning next month, a chance for 
organizers to practice in compe¬ 
tition mode and an opportunity 
for potential Olympic athletes to 
check out Japan. 

Around 11,000 athletes and 
many more team coaches and 
officials from more than 200 
national teams are expected in 
Japan for the Olympics. 



Atlanta Braves outfielder Nick Markakis takes batting practice during spring training in North Port, Fla., 
on Tuesday. Markakis said every Astros player ‘deserved a beating.’ 


Manfred apologizes for trophy 
remark, pledges to protect Fiers 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred apologized Tuesday for what he called a 
disrespectful reference to the World Series trophy 
as a “piece of metal.” 

Even before being asked about it, Manfred said 
he made a mistake with those comments while try¬ 
ing to deliver a rhetorical point in an interview two 
days earlier. 

“I referred to the World Series trophy in a disre¬ 
spectful way, and I want to apologize for it,” Manfred 
said. “There’s no excuse for it.... It was a mistake to 
say what I said.” 

MLB players, already upset with Manfred’s han¬ 
dling of the Houston Astros’ sign-stealing scandal 
and some of his comments in trying to explain it, 
became further infuriated by his “piece of metal” 
comment during a lengthy interview with ESPN on 
Sunday, the same day he spoke in Florida. 

Even NBA superstar LeBron James joined the 
anti-Astros chorus, voicing his anger on social 
media Tuesday. 

While speaking at the Cactus League media day 
in the Arizona desert, Manfred also pledged Tues¬ 
day to protect Oakland right-hander Mike Fiers, the 


Player discipline discussed 

Commissioner Rob Manfred and union 
head Tony Clark both said Tuesday that MLB 
and the players’ association are discussing po¬ 
tential rules changes regarding sign stealing 
and technology. 

“Written proposals have been exchanged, 
and we have made it clear to MLB that no 
issue is off the table, including player disci¬ 
pline,” Clark said in a statement. 

Carlos Beltran, the only Astros player men¬ 
tioned in the MLB report, was not disciplined 
by the league but was let go in his new role as 
New York Mets manager. 

No players were punished by MLB, and 
opponents from other teams have expressed 
dismay over that fact since spring training 
opened last week. Many have also called for 
Manfred to strip Houston of its 2017 World 
Series title. 

— Associated Press 


ex-Astros pitcher who became the whistleblower 
when he went public in November to The Athletic. 

“We will take every possible step to protect Mike 
Fiers wherever he’s playing, whether it’s in Houston 
or somewhere else,” Manfred said. “Mike did the 
industry a service.” 

The Astros play their first road game of the regu¬ 
lar season March 30 at the A’s, who won 97 games 
each of the past two years to finish second to Hous¬ 
ton in the AL West both times. 

Cubs lefty Jon Lester, a three-time World Series 
champion — with the Boston Red Sox in 2007 and 
2013, and Chicago in 2016 — had some choice words 
for the commissioner earlier Tuesday. 

“That’s somebody that has never played our 
game. You play for a reason, you play for that piece 
of metal. I’m very proud of the three that I have,” 
Lester said at Cubs camp in Mesa, Ariz. “If that’s 
the way he feels, then he needs to take his name off 
the trophy.” 

James sent a two-part tweet Tuesday imploring 
Manfred to listen to the upset players. The three¬ 
time NBA champion and four-time MVP said he 
would be irate and uncontrollable if he found out he 
had been cheated out of a championship. 

“Listen here baseball commissioner listen to 
your.....players speaking today about how disgusted, 
mad, hurt, broken, etc etc about this,” James wrote 
in part, adding, “you need to fix this for the sake of 
Sports!” 

Atlanta Braves outfielder Nick Markakis spoke 
out earlier Tuesday, saying he believed the commis¬ 
sioner had completely mishandled the situation with 
the Astros and that “every single guy over there de¬ 
serves a beating.” 

The commissioner said MLB reached out to the 
players’ association for player cooperation after 
early efforts in making progress in the investigation 
were unsuccessful. Manfred said cooperation came 
in exchange for blanket immunity for players. 

“One of the principal complaints seems to be that 
the Houston players were not disciplined,” Man¬ 
fred said. “And that lack of discipline immunity 
was negotiated with the union that represents the 
players.” 

Union head Tony Clark said Tuesday night that 
“any suggestion that the association failed to co¬ 
operate with the commissioner’s investigation, 
obstructed the investigation, or otherwise took posi¬ 
tions which led to a stalemate in the investigation is 
completely untrue. We acted to protect the rights of 
our members, as is our obligation under the law.” 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


DODEA Europe boys basketball 

Opening-day upsets 
shake up Division I 
in pool competition 



Brian pERCusoN/Stars and Stripes 


Kaiserslautern’s Audrey Elisondo dribbles down the court during a game against SHAPE during the 
Division I basketball playoffs on Wednesday. 

DODEA Europe girls basketball 

No trouble for top seeds 


By Gregory Broome 
Stars and Stripes 

Regular-season frontrunners 
Stuttgart, Aviano and Spangda- 
hlem seized control of their re¬ 
spective DODEA Europe girls 
basketball championship tourna¬ 
ment brackets on Wednesday in 
Germany. 

Preliminary play continues 
in Wiesbaden and Ramstein on 
Thursday as teams continue to 
pursue spots in Saturday’s Euro¬ 
pean championship games. 

Division I juggernaut Stuttgart 
didn’t fool around on Wednesday. 

First, the Panthers routed bot¬ 
tom seed Lakenheath 48-8. Then 
they dispatched the No. 2 team in 
the bracket with a 43-23 win over 
Ramstein, ignoring the new tour¬ 
nament format placing the No. 1 
and 2 seeds in the same prelimi¬ 
nary pool. 

The three-time defending 
champions have only seventh- 
seeded Black Forest on their plate 
on Thursday as pool play comes 
to a close. Ramstein handled 
Black Forest 42-18 on Wednes¬ 
day and can clinch its semifinal 
spot with a Thursday defeat of 
Lakenheath. 

The third-seeded SHAPE 
Spartans played what forward 
Elena Vascos-Lavere called their 
“worst game of the season” early 
Wednesday. But it could have been 
worse. They could have lost. 

Instead, SHAPE survived the 
uninspiring early morning effort 
with a 26-22 win over Vilseck. 

Vascos-Lavere put back an of¬ 
fensive rebound for a bucket to 
put away the pesky sixth-seeded 
Falcons. 


Vascos-Lavere wasn’t sure why 
her team came out so flat, though 
she suggested the game’s 8:30 
a.m. start time was a potential 
factor. Whatever it was, the Spar¬ 
tans rounded into their typical 
form later in the day, scoring six 
points early in the fourth quarter 
to outlast fourth-seeded Kaiser¬ 
slautern 40-31. 

“In this game we played like a 
family, like a team,” Vascos-La¬ 
vere, who totaled 21 points over 
the two games, said after the sec¬ 
ond victory of the day. “We played 
with confidence.” 

The Warriors responded to a 
morning disappointment with 
an afternoon outburst, beating 
Vilseck, 35-13. 

Still feeling the sting of a 42- 
40 loss to Kaiserslautern earlier 
Wednesday, the cornered War¬ 
riors lashed out at the Falcons 
with a well-rounded effort that 
kept their hopes of advancing 
past Thursday alive. 

“We really knew that we need¬ 
ed to win this game to move on,” 
said Warrior guard Alynna Pa¬ 
lacios, who outscored Vilseck 
herself with 17 points. “We don’t 
want to go home.” 

To that end, Wiesbaden applied 
ferocious defensive pressure 
on the ball, consistently forcing 
turnovers and converting them 
into easy baskets. In the half 
court, Palacios said the Warriors 
excelled “driving to the basket 
and finding our open people” to 
produce more points. 

Wiesbaden will again try to stay 
alive with its shot at SHAPE on 
Thursday, while Kaiserslautern 
looks for its second win against 
Vilseck. 


The top Division II seeds stay 
in front. The No. 1-seeded Aviano 
Saints and second-seeded Naples 
Wildcats each won big twice to se¬ 
cure their spots atop the division’s 
round-robin proceedings. 

Aviano, unbeaten in the regu¬ 
lar season, handled Bahrain 30- 
12 and Rota 46-6, while Naples 
beat Marymount 48-13 and Vi¬ 
cenza 48-26. The Saints’ victims, 
Bahrain and Rota, each salvaged 
1-1 records through Wednesday’s 
action. 

Aviano and Naples play head-to- 
head late Thursday in one of the 
eight more games scheduled for 
the second of three preliminary 
days. The teams with the top two 
records at the end of round-robin 
play will advance straight to the 
Division II title game Saturday. 

In Division III, Third-seeded 
AFNORTH emerged as the class 
of its pool Wednesday with a 25-7 
defeat of Baumholder and a 48-9 
dismantling of Ankara. 

While AFNORTH thrived, sec¬ 
ond-seeded Ansbach faltered in a 
disastrous start to the postseason. 
The Cougars, undefeated in divi¬ 
sional play in the regular season, 
absorbed a 28-21 loss to seventh- 
seeded Sigonella and a 20-15 set¬ 
back to sixth seed Baumholder. 
Ansbach can reverse its fortunes 
in the five-team pool with its 
two games Thursday, including 
a head-to-head matchup with 
AFNORTH. 

No. 1 seed Spangdahlem en¬ 
countered no such difficulty in its 
pool Wednesday, blasting Alcon- 
bury 42-5 and Hohenfels 44-5 in 
near-identical walkovers. 

broome.gregorydistripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The DODEA Europe boys bas¬ 
ketball championship tourna¬ 
ments launched Wednesday in 
Germany’s Ramstein and Wies¬ 
baden as teams began to battle for 
spots in the elimination rounds 
Friday and Saturday. 

A change to this year’s Divison 
I format slotted the top two seeds. 
No. 1 Ramstein and No. 2 Vilseck, 
in one pool along with the two 
lowest seeds. No. 7 Lakenheath 
and No. 8 SHAPE. 

That resulted in the second- 
seeded Falcons knocking off the 
top-seeded reigning champions, 

44- 39 on Wednesday. 

DODEA Europe athletic di¬ 
rector Kathlene Clemmons ex¬ 
plained prior to the tournament 
that the goal was to avoid a semi¬ 
final meeting between the top 
two seeds, in theory increasing 
the odds that the “most competi¬ 
tive” elimination-game matchup 
would take place in the champi¬ 
onship game. 

Vilseck, which seized the second 
seed with an impressive sweep of 
Black Forest in the final week¬ 
end of the regular season, won a 
pair of very competitive games 
on Wednesday to all but secure 
its semifinal spot. The Falcons, 
who edged Lakenheath 49-48 to 
open the day, can complete an 
undefeated preliminary run with 
a Thursday defeat of SHAPE. 
Ramstein, which handled SHAPE 

45- 27 earlier Wednesday, can lock 
in its semifinal berth with a win 
over Lakenheath. 

Seeds three through six piled 
into the pool opposite Ramstein 
and Vilseck and produced the 
expected brand of tense, high- 
stakes action. 

Sixth-seeded Stuttgart typified 
the division’s parity as much as 
anyone, entering the tournament 
with a record below .500 but with 
enough quality wins to earn the 
attention of their rivals. Early 
Wednesday, they earned another 
one, topping Black Forest 42-39. 

Stuttgart held a comfortable 
double-digit lead entering the 
fourth quarter and withstood a 
furious 14-3 Falcons run over the 
final seven minutes to secure the 
morning win. 

The Panthers opened their 
season with two losses to Black 
Forest by a combined six points, 
including one in overtime, and 
took several more close losses 
over the course of a 5-8 divisional 
season. But Stuttgart, which also 
enjoyed wins over higher-seeded 
schools such as Ramstein and 
Vilseck this season, never doubt¬ 
ed its postseason viability. 

“We’ve gotten better, we’ve 


progressed each week. I’m just 
happy we were able to do what we 
had to do to get our first W,” said 
Ahmir Johnson, who led Stuttgart 
with 16 points. 

Kaiserslautern finally got the 
better of Wiesbaden as another 
meeting was settled by a single 
possession, 50-48. 

Tre Dotson made a driv¬ 
ing floater in the final minute 
and Darius Camp blocked Wi¬ 
esbaden’s attempt at a game¬ 
winning three-pointer to give 
fifth-seeded Kaiserslautern 
the win. The Warriors won the 
teams’ regular-season meetings 
76-75 and 51-49, with both games 
decided at the free-throw line in 
the final seconds. 

The Raiders, lumped into a 
hypercompetitive pool without a 
weak entry, recognized the im¬ 
portance of the opening victory. 

“Any of these teams can beat 
anyone,” said Camp, who scored 
half of his 16 points in the third 
quarter. 

Kaiserslautern kept up that 
momentum later Wednesday with 
a 64-33 rout of Stuttgart, while 
Black Forest handled Wiesbaden 
57-45. 

In Division II, there were simi¬ 
larly close games. 

Naples beat Vicenza 59-55, 
picking a great time to solve a 
season-long losing streak against 
its archrival. 

Vicenza took 46-43 and 44-39 
victories over Naples in a January 
regular-season doubleheader and 
held an advantage after halftime 
Wednesday. But the fifth-seeded 
Wildcats launched a successful 
second-half comeback to knock 
off the second-seeded Cougars. 

“This was a big win,” Naples 
guard Tyrell Holland said. “If we 
are to advance deep into the tour¬ 
nament, we are going to have to 
just take our time and... play our 
game.” 

Naples completed an unbeaten 
opening day with a 58-14 thrash¬ 
ing of Marymount, joining top 
seed American Overseas School 
of Rome and fourth seed Aviano at 
2-0 through one day of the three- 
day round-robin tournament. The 
teams with the two best records 
at the end of Friday’s play will ad¬ 
vance straight to the Division II 
title game Saturday. 

“I think that the Division II 
field is as evenly matched as I 
have ever seen in DODEA,” Avia¬ 
no coach Kevin Lehde said. 

In Division III, tough games 
are in the forecast for top-seeded 
defending champion Baumholder 
and fourth-seeded Spangdahlem, 
but none materialized on Day 1. 
Both cruised to semifinal berths. 


staff writer David Edge contributed to 
this report. 

















Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 20,2020 


HIGH SCHOOL: FAR EAST BASKETBALL 


Adversity helped prepare Humphreys boys 

Blackhawks ready for challenge after experiencing rough patch; King also battle-tested for D-ll 
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Myles Johnson, center, transferred from Louisiana and filied a 
vacancy from last season in Humphreys’ backcourt. The Blackhawks 
will be challenged by Kadena, whom they faced in the Kanto Classic. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — Talk about a rough patch 
for Blackhawks boys basketball. 

After running the table in the 
Korea Blue Division for a third 
straight regular season, Hum¬ 
phreys’ boys basketball team 
headed for Japan in late January 
and what it hoped would be its sec¬ 
ond straight title in the American 
School In Japan Kanto Classic. 

Instead, it ran into a virtual 
brick wall. 

The Blackhawks went 4-3 in the 
three-day tournament, including 
back-to-back losses for the first 
time in three years. They shared 
third place and left with an empty 
feeling, coach Ron Merriwether 
said. 

Still, there was a silver lining to 
that dark cloud, he said. 

The losses came against Guam 
teams, which the Blackhawks 
won’t face again, and three of their 
four wins came against teams 
they will face in this week’s Far 
East Division I Tournament, to be 
hosted again by Humphreys. 

“I feel really good about our 
chances,” Merriwether said of a 
team that brings a 16-3 record into 
Far East, where it’ll face five other 
teams, among them Kadena and 
St. Mary’s, both of which Hum¬ 
phreys beat at ASIJ. 

“What was important to me was 
how we bounced back” to beat the 
Panthers and Titans, Merriwether 
said. 

It was difficult, he said, to impart 
tools and tips to help them over¬ 
come adversity when the Black¬ 
hawks were running the Korea 
table, but there was no shortage of 
things to absorb at ASIJ. 

“We learned a lot,” he said. 
“We’re a young team, but we 
grew up fast. Being away from 


home, the comfort level and hav¬ 
ing to compete when the odds are 
against you, is the best prepara¬ 
tion any coach can want.” 

The three-day Far East tour¬ 
naments for Divisions I and H 
schools commence Thursday with 
pool-play games the first two days 
and single-elimination play on 
Saturday. 

Though Humphreys isn’t as big 
inside as it was a year ago with 
three-time Far East MVP Quintin 
Metcalf, much firepower remains 
on Humphreys’ roster. 

His younger brother Collin (11.7 
points per game, 15.3 rebounds, 5 
blocks) was All-Far East a year 
ago. Also back to help defend the 
title are Junior Gregory (13.7 
points) and Connor Coyne (8.7 
points, 8.4 rebounds). 

As defending champions, the 
Blackhawks bear a huge bull’s-eye 
on front and back, Merriwether 
acknowledged. 

“We have a title we’re defending 
on our radar and we expect teams 
to bring their all when they face 
us, and we will also be putting all 
we have on the table,” Merriweth¬ 
er said. 

One of the Blackhawks’ chief 
challengers is Kadena, which fin¬ 
ished second in the Kanto Classic. 

The Panthers (19-3) will have 
seniors Casey Cox (12 points, 7 
assists) and Blake Dearborn (19.7 
points, 8.9 rebounds) and junior 
Jon Michael Hall II (11.9 points, 
10.2 rebounds), who transferred 
from Florida. 

To dethrone Humphreys, Kade¬ 
na needs to “keep playing Pan¬ 
ther basketball, don’t play down 
to the competition, bring our ‘A’ 
game every game and continue to 
believe in each other,” Panthers 
coach Antiwon Tucker said. 

Another of Humphreys’ quar¬ 
ries is Kinnick (17-9), the two-time 
DODEA Japan tournament cham¬ 


pion that has senior Darryl Wil¬ 
liams and juniors James Mincey 
and Corey Hollingsworth, among 
others. 

As for Division II, defending 
champion E.J. King, which has 
won the title two of the past three 
seasons, might appear to have re¬ 
gressed some, coming in third in 
the DODEA Japan tournament 
earlier this month after finishing 
second to Kinnick last year. 

But the Cobras (20-3) played 
most of that tournament without 
second-leading scorer L.J. Scarv- 
er (15 points), who suffered a fa¬ 
cial cut in King’s first game in that 
tournament. 


They also have All-Far East 
Jalen Nall (16) and James 
Meacham (15) and freshman 
Cameron Reinhart (13) in tow. 

One of the main foes standing 
in the way of a repeat, Zama (13- 
9), with All-Far East senior Chan¬ 
dler Platt, is in the same pool with 
the Cobras for round-robin play, 
something King coach Travis El¬ 
liott says he welcomes. 

“Pool play is your last oppor¬ 
tunity to learn about your team 
and the other teams,” Elliott said. 
“We’re excited about the compet¬ 
itive pool that we’re in.” 

ornauer.davedJstripes.com 
Twitter @daveornauer 


Scoreboard 


-lean School of Bang- 


At Camp Humphreys, St 
Division i 
Thursday’s g. 

Kinnick vs. St. Mary’s, 
Humphreys vs. Kubasa. 

Kadena vs. American S 
kok, 10 a.m. 

Humphreys vs. Kinnick, 1 p.m. 
ASB vs. St. Mary’s, 1 p.m. 

Kadena vs. Kubasaki, 1 p.m. 
Humphreys vs. Kadena, 6 p.m. 
St. Mary’s vs. Kubasaki, 6 p.m. 
ASB vs. Kinnick, 6 p.m. 

Friday’s games 

Bangkok vs. Humphreys, 8:30 a.r 
Kadena vs. St. Mary’s, 10 a.m. 
Kubasaki vs. Kinnick, 10 a.m. 
Kubasaki vs. ASB, 11:30 a.m. 
Kinnick vs. Kadena, 1 p.m. 

St. Mary’s vs. Humphreys, 2:30 p 
Division ii 
Thursday’s games 

PooiA 

Yokota vs. Edgren, 8:30 a.m. 
Osan vs. Zion Christian, 8:30 a.m 
^30 a.m. 


Perry vs. Zion, 11:30 .. 

Edgren vs. Perry, 4:30 p.m. 
Yokota vs. Osan, 4:30 p.m. 

POOiB 

Zama vs. Okinawa CL 
E.J. King vs. Daegu, E 
Christian Academy 


i Christian, 8:30 a.m. 
I, 8:30 a.m. 
iy Japan vs. OCSI, 


j, 11:30 a. 


.1:30 a. 

Zama vs. Daegu, 11:3 
King vs. CAJ, 4:30 p.m. 

Frida’s 

Osan vs. Edgren, 8:30 a.m. 

Yokota vs. Perry, 10 a.m. 

Zion vs. Edgren, 11:30 a.m. 

Perry vs. Osan, 2:30 p.m. 

Yokota vs. Zion, 2:30 p.m. 

Pooi B 

Zama vs. CAJ, 10 a.m. 

King vs. OCSI, 10 a.m. 

CAJ vs. Daegu, 11:30 a.m. 

King vs. Zama, 1 p.m. 

Daegu vs. OCSI, 4:30 p.m. 

Giris 

At Kadena Air Base, Okinawa 
Division i 

Thursday’s games 

Humphreys vs. Kadena, 10 a.m. 
Kinnick vs. Kadena, 1 p.m. 
Humphreys vs. Kubasaki, 1 p.m. 
Kinnick vs. Kubasaki, 4 p.m. 

Friday’s games 
Kubasaki vs. Kadena, noon 
Kinnick vs. Humphreys, 3 p.m. 
Division ii 
Thursday’s games 
PooiA 

Zama vs. E.J. King, 10 a.m. 

Sacred Heart vs. Osan, 11:30 a.m. 
Zama vs. Zion Christian, 1 p.m. 
Osan vs. King, 2:30 p.m. 

Osan vs. Zion, 5:30 p.m. 

King vs. Sacred Heart, 5:30 p.m. 
Pooi B 

Daegu vs. Edgren, 10 a.m. 

Christian Academy Japan vs. Pe 


3. Perry, 2:30 p.rr 


.1:30 a. 

Yokota vs. rci I y, u. 

CAJ vs. Edgren, 2:30 p.rr 
Daegu vs. CAJ, 5:30 p.m. 
Yokota vs. Edgren, 5:30 p.rr 

Friday’s games 
Pooi A 

Zama vs. Osan, 9 a.m. 
Sacred Heart vs. Zion, 9 a.r 
Zama vs. Sacred Heart, no( 
King vs. Zion, noon 

PooiB 

Daegu vs. Yokota, 10:30 a.n 
Edgren vs. Perry, 10:30 a.m, 
CAJ vs. Yokota, 1:30 p.m. 
Daegu vs. Perry, 1:30 p.m. 


Zama girls favored to repeat; Bangkok exit opens D-I 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

While some teams look at a basketball 
tournament as a “go hard or go home” 
deal, Chloe Sterling says she and her Zama 
teammates have their own spin on that ex¬ 
pression: “Go hard or go hard.” 

“Because there is no other option,” said 
Sterling, the star sophomore guard and 
reigning Most Valuable Player for the de¬ 
fending Far East Division II girls basket¬ 
ball champion Trojans. 

They launch their bid for a second straight 
Far East title Thursday when the Division I 
and II tournaments commence at Kadena. 
Each tournament features combined pool 
play and single-elimination rounds. 

Zama, which recently won DODEA Japan 
and the American School In Japan Kanto 
Classic, is led by its All-Far East returners. 
Sterling (22.6 points per game), Jessica At¬ 
kinson (11.8) and Kirari Smith (11.3) 

The Trojans have won 21 straight games. 
The only blemish on their record is a sea¬ 
son-opening forfeit to Kinnick for not hav¬ 
ing the required 10 practices. 

Hence, “We’re expecting every team to 
be gunning for us,” coach Daisy Whitaker- 
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All-Far East senior center Jessica 
Atkinson, left, is one of three key 
returning starters as Zama tries to defend 
its Far East Division II tournament title. 

Hayes said. 

To combat that, “We’re expecting to bring 
our ‘A’ game. We’re coming in focused and 
trying to take it one game at a time. We 
want them to come after us. We want the 
competition,” Whitaker-Hayes said. 

It’s a fast-paced game the Trojans bring 


to the court; even 5-foot-9 center Atkinson 
can run the court with the ball. 

Fabiola Ayala-Rivera — key to the Tro¬ 
jans’ Far East title last February when they 
ran into foul trouble — averages 8 points off 
the bench, and backup guard Jazlyn Rioux 
scored 10 in a recent game. 

“They’re the odds-on favorite” to win 
D-II, said coach Byron Wrenn of DODEA 
Japan and Kanto Plain rival Yokota. 

To stop the Trojans, a team must play 
“great defense and cut down on mistakes,” 
Wrenn said. “They get out and run quick¬ 
ly, so we have to set a (slower) pace. They 
have a lot of weapons. You have to cut down 
on mistakes and seize opportunities when 
they present themselves.” 

Sterling, coaches said, is the fire that 
lights the match. “She’s one of the best 
talents I’ve ever seen,” said coach Johnny 
Cooper of Kadena, Division I runner-up the 
past three seasons. 

The team that vanquished the Panthers 
the last three years, American School of 
Bangkok, withdrew from the D-I tourna¬ 
ment on Tuesday, with school administra¬ 
tion citing concerns over the coronavirus, 
DODEA officials and Eagles coach David 
Lucas said. 


That leaves the D-I field with a record- 
low four teams and makes the title chase 
“wide open,” said coach Eddie Rozzi of 
Humphreys (11-6). 

“It gives us a better shot,” Rozzi said, 
“but I like the idea of playing a team like 
that. They push us so hard.” 

Bangkok’s withdrawal left Cooper with 
what he characterized as “mixed feelings” 
about the Eagles not being there. 

“We kind of draw up goals” at season’s 
beginning, one of them being finally over¬ 
coming Bangkok, Cooper said. “With them 
not being there, it feels incomplete. Hope¬ 
fully, they’ll be back next year and we can 
dance again.” 

Kadena (16-8) might be viewed as the 
Eagles’ logical successor, with Kyleigh 
Wright (21.5 points, 14.8 rebounds per 
game), Lydia Rice (7.0,11.0), Alexis Boyer 
(8.9, 11.2) and All-Far East guard Grace 
Okubo (11.4 points, 7.1 assists, 5.2 steals). 

But the Panthers are young. Cooper cau¬ 
tioned. “We have a long way to go as far as 
understanding the game and having to com¬ 
pete,” he said. “Our girls won’t count their 
chickens before they hatch. They still have 
to play, still have to prepare for battle.” 
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NBA 
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Cavaliers coach John Beilein, left, talks with Kevin Love during their 
game against the New Orleans Pelicans on Jan. 28, in Cleveland. 


Reports: Cavs' Beilein 
leaving after 54 games 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Cavaliers 
first-year coach John Beilein will 
end a rough season by stepping 
down after 54 games, accord¬ 
ing to multiple reports Tuesday 
night. 

The former Michigan coach, 
who was a surprising hire by the 
Cavs last year because of his age 
(67) and lack of any pro experi¬ 
ence, is expected to say goodbye 
to staff and players Wednesday 
when they return from the All- 
Star break, ESPN.com report¬ 
ed, citing anonymous league 
sources. 

Beilein signed a five-year con¬ 
tract — the final year was a club 
option — in May. ESPN said he 
and the Cavs negotiated a finan¬ 
cial settlement that will pay him 
a portion of the remaining money 


on his 2019-20 contract. 

Cleveland is just 14-40 — the 
worst record in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference — and Beilein struggled 
to gain his players’ confidence or 
respect while the losses piled up. 

Associate head coach J.B. Bick- 
erstaff is expected to take over 
on an interim basis for Beilein. 
Bickerstaff coached in Memphis 
for nearly two full seasons before 
being fired last year. He was also 
Houston’s head coach in 2015-16. 

Beilein’s departure continues 
a troubling pattern for the Cavs, 
who have been plagued by coach¬ 
ing instability and nearly con¬ 
stant change over the past few 
years. Bickertstaff is Cleveland’s 
seventh coach since 2013. 

Beilein never got comfortable 
in his short time with the Cavs. 
He struggled to adjust to the pro 
game with its more demanding 


travel schedule and lack of prac¬ 
tice time. Everything was so 
different than in college, where 
Beilein didn’t have to juggle mas¬ 
sive egos and deal with players 
making much more money. 

When they hired Beilein, the 
Cavs felt his extensive college 
background would give him an 
advantage in developing Cleve¬ 
land’s young players like guards 
Collin Sexton and Darius Gar¬ 
land. However, Beilein had a hard 
time connecting with his players 
and several veterans grumbled 
publicly and privately about his 
style. 

It’s not clear what will be next 
for Beilein, who went 571-325 at 
Canisius, Richmond, West Vir¬ 
ginia and Michigan. He took the 
Wolverines to the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment nine times in 12 seasons. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 


L Pet GB 

15 .727 - 

16 .704 V/i 

21 .618 6 

28 .472 14 

17 38 .309 23 


Miami 
Orlando 
Washington 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Cleveland 


Southeast Division 


.. 19 .648 - 

24 31 .436 ll'/2 

20 33 .377 14'/2 

18 36 .333 17 

15 41 .268 21 

Centrai Division 

46 8 .852 - 

32 23 .582 14'/2 

19 36 .345 27'/2 

19 38 .333 28'/2 

14 40 .259 32 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 34 20 .630 - 

Dallas 33 22 .600 VA 

Memphis 28 26 .519 6 

San Antonio 23 31 .426 11 

New Orleans 23 32 .418 ll'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 38 17 .691 - 

Utah 36 18 .667 VA 

Oklahoma City 33 22 .600 5 

Portland 25 31 .446 13'/2 

Minnesota 16 37 .302 21 

Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 41 12 .774 - 

LA. Clippers 37 18 .673 5 

Phoenix 22 33 .400 20 

Sacramento 21 33 .389 20'/2 

Golden State 12 43 .218 30 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Miami at Atlanta 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Charlotte at Chicago 
Memphis at Sacramento 
Houston at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Cleveland at Washington 
Dallas at Orlando 
Indiana at New York 
Phoenix at Toronto 
Boston at Minnesota 
Denver at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Utah 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 
New Orleans at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers 
Brooklyn at Charlotte 
Dallas at Atlanta 
Cleveland at Miami 
Phoenix at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Houston at Utah 

Calendar 

Aprii 15 — Regular season ends. 

Aprii 18 — Playoffs begin. 

May 19 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 21-24 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
June 4 — NBA Finals begin. 


Grind: Postseason teams have mostly been set 


FROM BACK PAGE 

That’s what you see every day. We’re dedi¬ 
cated to this weekend for not only ourselves 
and our family, but for the fans. So, I try to 
find a couple days after All-Star, after Sun¬ 
day, to kind of just get away from the game, 
try to freshen back up and get ready for the 
last run of the regular season.” 

There are 12 teams that start Thurs¬ 
day: Milwaukee, Detroit, Miami, Atlanta, 
Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Charlotte, Chicago, 
Memphis, Sacramento, Houston and Golden 
State. Every other team resumes play Fri¬ 
day except for the Los Angeles Clippers, 
who get a couple of extra days of break and 
won’t get back on the floor until Saturday 
afternoon. 

For the most part, the postseason teams 
are largely set. Milwaukee could clinch a 
playoff berth as early as this weekend. The 
Bucks — 46-8 — are quietly on pace for 
the third-best regular season in NBA his¬ 
tory. They’re seven games in the loss column 
ahead of Toronto in the race for No. 1 in the 
Eastern Conference, four losses clear of the 
Lakers in the race for the league’s best overall 
record. 

Toronto, a team that many suspected would 
free fall after Kawhi Leonard and Danny 
Green left for the Los Angeles Clippers in free 
agency, hits the break with the NBAs third- 
best record at 40-15. The Raptors, Boston, 
Miami, Philadelphia and Indiana can pretty 
much start making their East playoff plans. 
Out in the Western Conference, the Lakers, 
Denver, the Clippers, Utah, Houston, Oklaho¬ 
ma City and Dallas all have separated them¬ 
selves in the playoff race as well. 

Some of what to watch down the stretch: 

Tough sledding 

If Memphis is going to hang on to its play¬ 
off spot in the West, it’ll have to survive 
what Tankathon — which charts such things 
— says is the toughest remaining schedule in 
the NBA. The Grizzlies still have two games 
left with the Lakers, Dallas, Houston and 
Toronto. 

The easiest schedule, by the same calcula¬ 
tion: New Orleans, which has Zion Williamson 



Darron Cummings/AP 


Kyle Lowry and the Toronto Raptors were 
expected to drop off this season after 
losing two key players from last year’s 
championship team, but the Raptors have 
the third-best record in the NBA. 

back and goes into the break SVi games out of 
the No. 8 spot. 

Star power 

Golden State’s run of five straight appear¬ 
ances in the NBA Finals is almost certainly 
about to end — the Warriors are 16 ¥2 games 
out of a playoff spot with 27 games left, which 
means the mathematical chance of getting in 
still exists but is beyond slim. 

But the Warriors expect to get Stephen 
Curry back from injury at some point in 
March, which if nothing else could get him 
some work before a potential Olympic ap¬ 
pearance this summer and a return to what 
figures to be a back-to-normal Golden State 
operation next season. 

“Let me be honest with you. The players. 


we kind of enjoy that he’s not playing — not 
enjoy that he’s hurt,” Antetokounmpo said. 
“We want him to be healthy, but he just makes 
it way, way tougher for the rest of the league. 
But I’m happy he’s going to be back healthy 
and happy that he’s going to be able to help his 
team win some games.” 

Harden’s scoring 

Houston’s James Harden is well on his way 
to a third consecutive scoring title. If he gets 
there, he’ll join George Mikan, Neil Johnston, 
Wilt Chamberlain, George Gervin, Michael 
Jordan and Kevin Durant as the only players 
to win the title at least three straight times. 

Harden is averaging 35.3 points per game, 
5.3 points ahead of Antetokounmpo. 

Here’s how wide a gap that really is: As¬ 
suming both players appear in all 28 of their 
remaining games, and Harden continues 
to score at his current clip, Antetokounmpo 
would have to average about 44.5 points per 
game the rest of the way to catch Harden for 
the title. 

In and out 

If the current playoff standings hold up, 12 
teams — Milwaukee, Toronto, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Indiana, Brooklyn, Orlando, Denver, 
Houston, Utah, Oklahoma City and the Clip¬ 
pers — would be back in the postseason after 
also getting there last year. 

The teams that would be in after not mak¬ 
ing it last year: the Lakers, Memphis, Dallas 
and Miami. 

The teams that were in that would fall out: 
Detroit, San Antonio, Portland and Golden 
State. 

Streaks continue 

Barring a big change, three of the four lon¬ 
gest active playoff droughts in the NBA will 
continue this spring. Sacramento is in line to 
miss the playoffs for a 14th consecutive year, 
Phoenix for a 10th straight year and New York 
for a seventh straight season. 

The Lakers have also missed six consecu¬ 
tive postseasons, a streak that will finally end 
in April. 
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SPORTS 

Back to 
the grind 

NBA begins stretch drive 




By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO 

A nd now, they rest. 

Until Thursday, anyway. 
That’s when the NBA comes 
back for a frantic eight-week 
sprint to the finish of the 
regular season, with teams having from 
anywhere between 25 and 29 games 
left to play before the 16-team field for 
the playoffs is set. 

The All-Star Game is over. Team LeB- 
ron defeating Team Giannis 157-155 in 
Chicago on Sunday night. Most players 


Coming back 

Saints’ Brees will return 
for 20th season » nfl, Page n 


scurried onto private jets not long after 
the final buzzer for quick little getaways 
— places such as Miami, Turks and 
Caicos, and the Bahamas (where some 
union meetings were held) were among 
the destinations. 

So, the players will try to enjoy their 
last bit of relaxation as the playoff push 
is about to get real. 

“Obviously, when you come to All-Star 
weekend, basketball is going to be the 
main thing and the main thing only,” 
Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James 
said in Chicago. “That’s why you’re here. 

SEE GRIND ON PAGE 23 


Giannis Antetokounmpo and the Milwaukee 
Bucks are 46-8 this season and could clinch 
a playoff berth as early as this weekend. 
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Zama girls basketball set to defend title 
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Crosby, Penguins take over division lead 
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